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New courses 


available for 
Peel hospitality 2 
sector 


Brampton 
edges out 
cricket 
competition 


A necessary step... or a 
step backwards? 

Premier Doug Ford de- 
m@ fended the decision to 
make businesses ask for 
™ proof of vaccination 
= Wednesday morning, just 
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Habitat for as the program launched 
. Hal aCrOSS Ontario, saying it 
Humanity _ was the "best chance" the 
| province has of fighting 

opens new COVID-19. 


Ford, who appeared on- 
camera for the first time in 
= weeks after Queen's Park 
"Ss was prorogued until Oct. 

= 4, outlined the measures, 
» which require patrons en- 


distro centre 
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Indigenous tering most non-essential 
: businesses to provide mo- 
history revealed bile or paper proof 


COVID-19 double vaccina- 

4 tion, were necessary for 
the province, and said that 

4s they would not last. 

"Let me be very clear, 


ve 
| 


in new carving 


UZ 


Sep. 23, 2021 


accine passport 
ollout begins 


— -_ *‘ 
Premier Doug Ford speaks to reporters about the rollout of a vaccine certificate program across Ontario during a 


press conference held on Sep. 22, 2021. (Province of Ontario) 


this is atemporary and ex- 
ceptional measure,” Ford 
said, defending his deci- 
sion to institute the "vac- 


cine — o. earlier this 
mont ublic state- 
ments ete ing back 


against the measure. "We 
will only use these certifi- 
cates for as long as they 
are needed and not one 
day longer.” 

The new system, which 
went into effect Wednes- 
day morning (Sep. 22) re- 

ulres individuals to prove 
that they are fully vacci- 
nated when entering mul- 
tiple types of indoor 
establishments, including 
sit-in dining at restau- 
rants, nightclubs (outdoor 
and indoor), movie the- 
aters, gyms and concert 
venues. 

Evidence of dosage will 


be required along with 
government identification, 
though notes issued for 
medical exemption may 
also be used. 

The "vaccine passport" 
prog gram will not apply to 

usinesses offering essen- 
tial or municipal services, 
such as grocery stores, 
pharmacies or city. facili- 
ties which allow for in-per- 
son tax or bill payments. 

The program, which has 
been criticized in recent 
days by business owners 
concerned about not hav- 
ing the staff necessary to 
enforce security and 
record checks, went down 
for maintenance early 
Wednesday morning for 
scheduled downtime. 
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You Can Help 
* volunteer 


« donate funds or food 
* hold a food drive 


~ FOODDRIVE — 


SEPTEMBER 14 - OCTOBER 17 


Together we can raise $400,000 and 
200,000 pounds of food by October 17, 2021! 


www.themississaugafoodbank.org/thanksgiving 


Recovery strate 
transit system adapts 


Mississauga’s 
transit ridership re- 
quires a strong re- 
covery strategy to 
weather the Metts 
of the COVID-19 

andemic, council- 
ors in Mississauga 
heard Wednesday. 

City staff delivered 
a report at Wednes- 
day’s general com- 
mittee providing an 
update to MiWay, 
the city’s transit sys- 
tem, which contin- 
ues to face lowered 
rates of ridership -- 
in some cases, down 
by 50 per cent — 
which requires 
strong solutions to 
bring the system 
back up to normal 
operating levels. 

The report out- 
lines the system’s 
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ridership decline 
since Mar. 2020, 
due to _ effects 
caused by the pan- 
demic. As of the end 
of August, ridership 
on the system re- 
mained at roughly 
half of its pre- 
COVID-19 | rider- 
ship. 
“We know these 
ast 16 months have 
een challenging for 
many,” said _ the 
city’s transit direc- 
tor, Geoff Marinoff, 
noting that the divi- 
sion continues to 
adapt transit routes 
to rider demand. 
“Fluctuation in 
ridership demand is 
expected to con- 
tinue into the fall as 
we continue to nav- 
igate recovery from 


needed as 


the andemic,” 
Marinoff continued. 
“We must continue 
to invest in the tran- 
sit service to remain 
a viable transporta- 
tion option for those 
who live, work and 
visit Mississauga.” 
The staff report 
states that a recov- 
ery strategy relies 
on several factors, 
including responsi- 
ble service plan- 
ning, balancing 
operational _ effi- 
ciency with on- 
street services, 
service _ reliability 
and workforce man- 
agement, and capi- 
talize on funding 
opportunities 
through federal and 
municipal levels. 
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Daylight shooting leaves fatality in 


Brampton 


A Brampton 
neighbourhood 
was rocked by vio- 
lence Wednesday 
evening after shots 
rang out near the 
city’s border, leav- 
ing one man dead. 

Police were called 
after reports of a 
shooting in the 
Rushbrook Drive 
area, near Country- 
side Drive and Air- 
port Road, around 
4:45 p.m. : 

When they arrive, 
they located two 
people suffering 
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from 
wounds. 

Despite efforts at 
the scene, one man 
was pronounced 
dead, while a fe- 
male victim was 
sent to a local hos- 
pital with non-life- 
(hte aie nam, 
injuries 

Police believe 
that three suspects 
fled the scene after 
the shooting. 

According to re- 
ports, a “somewhat 
related” incident 
was reported at 5 


gunshot 


p.m. in the 
Williams Parkway 
and Grenoble 
Boulevard area, 
where police lo- 
cated a vehicle on 
fire. 

No further infor- 
mation was known 
about the possible 
connection of the 
two cases, as press 
time. 

Anyone with 
more information 
is asked to call Peel 
Police at (905) 
453-2121. 


Life as a pollworker in a pandemic election 


by Catherine Soplet 


The best part 
about being a poll- 
worker in the pan- 
demic was to watch 
voters stand taller 
and walk more 
proudly after their 
vote was secured 
within the ballot 
box. 

For many people 
who have become 
more shy and anx- 
ious after 18- 
months of COVID 
sheltering, chance 
social encounters in 
beautiful summer 
weather — the com- 


mon purpose to vote 
was a big cultural 
event. 

I worked at poll lo- 
cations in Missis- 
sauga South, in 
hyper-busy advance 
polls at Mississauga 
Seniors Centre and 
in reasonably-paced 
Election Day polls at 
a church embedded 
in a condo tower 
community. 

The call came from 
the Elections 
Canada in August, 
just a week after the 
Writ dropped. 


The recruiter was 
happily surprised 
when I answered the 
phone, and was very 
relieved to hear me 


say “Yes.” 
I knew there was 
less than three 


weeks remaining to 
train up and staff 
the advance polls 
running Sep. 10-13, 
with back-to-back 
minimum 12-hour 
shifts. 

Election Day, held 
on Sep. 20 would be 
a minimum 15-hour 
shift. 


Mississauga Seniors’ Centre, as seen in an undated photo. (PWN Staff) 


MISSISSAUGA 
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE 


As a younger sen- 
ior, recent age-re- 
lated health and 
mobility issues had 
motivated me to get 
double-vaccinated 
at the earliest op- 
portunity. 

This was no time 
to be anxious. 

I knew it was now 
my turn to be out on 
the frontline, so that 
others could vote. 

I haven’t missed a 
vote in any election 
since I was 18. 

Locally, the Delta 
variant was pushing 
COVID cases up- 
wards at an alarm- 
ing rate after 
Ontario’s July 16 re- 
opening in Stage 3. 

Ontario public 
health units were 
unsure if Alberta’s 
experience of over- 
whelmed ICU beds 
would repeat, or if 
the massive push to 
reach 80 per cent 
first-dose vaccina- 
tions would hold the 
line on infections 
and mortality. 

Elections Canada 
training was effi- 
cient, and guide- 
books were 


straightforward. 

The turnout at ad- 
vanced polls in Mis- 
sissauga South, 
where I was as- 
signed, ran much 
higher than was ex- 
pected. 

The only reprieve 
was the beautiful 
Saturday night, 
when the Southside 
Shuffle in Port 
Credit competed as 
a go-to attraction. 

Unfortunately, 
voters faced long 
lineups at the polls 
as a pandemic com- 
plication. 

Pollworker num- 
bers were cut from 
two to one per desk 
to accommodate 
physical distancing. 
This led in turn led 
to doubling up of 
balloting tasks. 

Seniors, family 
bubbles, voters with 
mobility issues and 
first time voters felt 
comfortable in the 
accessible and spa- 
cious area of Missis- 
sauga Seniors 
Centre in Lakeview. 

One senior couple 
got a standing ova- 
tion when pollwork- 


ers learned they 
were celebrating 
their 60th anniver- 
sary the same week- 
end as they were 
casting their vote. 

A three-generation 
family of new citi- 
zens were proud to 
cast their first ballot 
together. 

In keeping with 
tensions concerning 
masking, there were 
a few disruptions 
where voters declar- 
ing medical exemp- 
tions attempted to 
proselytize their 
views. 

Quick handling of 
their balloting was 
the best medicine. 

Physical distanc- 
ing, PPE and protec- 
tive screens were the 
best defense. 

Elections Canada 
did not require poll- 
workers to be vacci- 


nated as a 
pre-condition of em- 
ployment. 


For June 2022, 
registered pollwork- 
ers will be contacted 
by Elections Ontario 
to staff the provin- 
cial elections. 
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Post-election... are we dazed or confused? STAY IN 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
XN 

It’s now three days 
after the election, and 
boy, do I feel great! 

After all, what can you 
buy with $600 million 
dollars these days, any- 
way? That money was 
just burning a hole in 
our pockets! 

Can we all just give 
our heads a shake? 

Let’s just call this a 
“Practice Election” and 
move on... because it 
seems that nothing has 
changed. 

As Canadians, given 
our nature, do we really 
care? 

While there is still a 


generation born in the 
50’s to 70’s that still 
has the will to live and 
should care, we’ve seen 
the running of our 
country go from good to 
bad several times now. 

You might think we 
get it, but clearly after 
Monday, we don't. 

Why is that? 

I guess with so much 
going on in the world 
and 24-hour news 
channels to bring us all 
the information in real- 
time, we may have be- 
come desensitized to 
normal life. 

Most of us know what 
U.S. President Joe 
Biden is up to on a daily 
basis, but we would not 
have a clue what our 
head of state is doing... 


that’s the problem. 

Yes, I'll say it, “Make 
Canada Great Again,” 
with no intention to sell 
hats. 

It is clearly time to 
yell from the top of 
buildings that we mat- 
ter as a country, and we 
should use this past 
election as a lesson to 
begin to open our eyes 
to the future and not 
the past. 

Canada needs to grow 
up now, and in the next 
go-around (election) 
pick a government to 
lead us forward. 

I’m not preaching for 
any one party. We all 
decide who it will be, so 
let’s spend the next few 
years getting to know 
things about ourselves 


and what we stand for. 
Put a note in your sub- 
consciousness to re- 
member these words. 

“T need to learn more 
on who can lead us in 
the future!” Make sure 
we use this privilege to 
better us all. 

Whatever the percent- 
age of voting was in 
2021, it will need to be 
much higher in order to 
get more voice into 
these elections. Peel is 
still continues to face 
many challenges — 
deficits, housing short- 
ages and more. 

Come on Peel, let’s do 
our part now and the 
next time around to en- 
sure that our points are 
made and our choices 
are clear. 


Letter to the Editor 


The following letter 
was sent to _ Peel 
Weekly News by a 
source who wishes to 
remain anonymous. 

Letters may be edited 
for grammar and clar- 


ity. 


RE: Dufferin-Peel 


Catholic District 
School Board _ In- 
creases Class _ Size 


Amid Pandemic 

The Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic District 
School Board recently 
directed schools to re- 
organize based on a 25- 
to-one student/teacher 
ratio. 

Many students who 
found themselves in 
classes of 20 students 
now are in classes of 25 
or more after reorgani- 
zation. 

Teachers are allo- 
cated to schools based 
on school population. 
If the population in- 
creases additional 
teachers are allocated, 
if the school popula- 
tion decreases, class- 
rooms are collapsed, 
the teacher is directed 
elsewhere, and the stu- 
dents are absorbed into 
the other classes. 

This usually causes 


classes to be reorgan- 
ized and often leads to 
combined/split classes 
and an increase in class 
size. 


During these pan- 
demic times, with 
many public safety 


protocols in place, and 
a cautious restart to 
the school year, fo- 
cussing on getting kids 
back in to classrooms, 
is very important. 

Due to online regis- 
trations many schools 
found themselves with 
overall less students. 

In many cases the re- 
duction of student pop- 
ulation left many 
classes hovering in the 
20 student range. 

One would think this 
would certainly be de- 
sirable in pandemic 
times. 

However, reorganiza- 
tion based on the 25- 
to-one student/teacher 
ratio increased class 
sizes and created far 
more combined/split 
classes. 

In addition, following 
two years of online 
learning and sporadic 
in class instruction 
have left many stu- 
dents with gaps in their 
learning. 

It would make sense 
as teachers try to fill 


those gaps to have 
smaller class sizes. 

The concept of reor- 
ganization is problem- 
atic at best. 

Students start the 
year with a _ specific 
teacher and class. 

The first two weeks 
are critical in setting 
expectations in the 
classroom, establishing 
routines, and develop- 
ing rapport between 
students and_ their 
teacher. 

All this preparation 
and effort can be dis- 
rupted as students can 
be reassigned to new 
teachers and_ class- 
rooms. 

Essentially, a waste of 
time. 

Once students are re- 
assigned, teachers 
must once again, re- 
view expectations, es- 
tablishing routines and 
developing rapport. 

Following two years 
of online learning and 
sporadic instruction, 
that have created stu- 
dent learning gaps, it 
might be beneficial not 
to waste any time dur- 
ing the school year. 

Many may ask why it 
is critical to meet the 
25 students to one 
teacher ratio in 
schools. 


—o- 


It comes down to fi- 
nances. 

As there are many 
teachers waiting for 
full time positions, it is 
certainly not a teacher 
availability issue. 

In Sep. 2020, the 
trustees voted down 
proposals for lower 
class sizes during the 
pandemic. 

Although, according 
to the Minister of Edu- 
cation, money is avail- 
able for boards to 
reduce class sizes, the 
Dufferin Peel Catholic 
School Board has re- 
fused to entertain this 
concept. If the money 
is available, then why 
not? 

It is certainly a very 
interesting question. 

The Dufferin Peel 
Catholic District 
School Board is quick 
to point out that their 
schools are safe and 
COVID-19 | prepared. 
They claim they have 
taken procedures that 
will protect students. 

However, have they 
really done as much as 
they could have? 

With a majority of 
classrooms now sitting 
at the 25 or greater stu- 
dent count, perhaps 
not! 
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An unnecessary election... and a selfish use of time and resources 


Canadians woke 
up Tuesday to an 
almost unchanged 
political landscape 
after a costly pan- 
demic election. 

Many were furi- 
ous at the $612 mil- 
lion cost from the 
taxpayers’ pockets. 

After a costly elec- 
tion in the midst of 
a pandemic and a 
resounding victory, 
Justin Trudeau's 
victory was some- 


what —_ overshad- 
owed by angry 
complaints from 
Canadians who 


claim it was point- 
less spending mil- 
lions of taxpayer 
money to elect an- 
other Liberal mi- 
nority government 
that is very similar 
to the previous one. 

Some argue that 
democracy is not 
wasted. However, 
$610 million was 
too much for some 
Canadians. 

Many people crit- 
icized it as a waste- 
ful use of time and 
resources, particu- 
larly when Canada 
faces a _ growing 
deficit, a fourth 


SURJIT SINGH 


wave of COVID-19, 
and a climate crisis 
that requires ur- 
gent action. 

The $600 million 
should have gone to 
much better use on 
health care, drug 
and gun control, 
climate change and 
rising of racism in 
Canada as will as 
providing _ better 
service to First Na- 
tions’ ongoing 
water crisis. 

Could the Liber- 


als and PM 
Trudeau explain to 
Canadians what 


did they achieve in 
the previous major- 
ity governments 
that they could not 
in the last minority 
government? 

The Liberal Party 
has been recycling 
the promise of uni- 
versal affordable 
childcare since mid 
1980s. They even 
put in writing in 
their Red Book. 

They were 
handed successive 
majority govern- 
ments, but never 
delivered on their 
promises. 

There should be a 
law, or a policy, 
that if you go to 
court with a frivo- 
lous lawsuit and it 
is thrown out you, 
are charged court 
costs. 


How about the 
government calling 
a frivolous, selfish 


and unnecessary 
election, so not the 
one done every 


four-year term or 
via a parliamentary 
non-confidence 
vote, the party that 
causes the election 
pays the costs. 

If this was the 
case, I bet the 
higher ups in the 
Liberal party would 
have put a stop to 
the Trudeau vanity 
show. And for the 
future, perhaps the 
government won't 
make this kind of 
selfish step that 
cost them and the 
taxpayers. 

Majority govern- 
ments are self-serv- 
ing for political 
parties; they do not 
serve the interest of 
the voters. 

We, the voters, 
want Democracy; 
we want Electoral 
Reform and Pro- 
portional Repre- 
sentation, not 
recycled promises. 

A waste of time 
and money, and 
what was the point? 
Were the Liberals 
so insecure, or did 
they see an oppor- 
tunity to take ad- 
vantage of the 
remaining parties 
before they gained 


momentum? 

The best way to 
control this power 
is gained via selfish, 
unnecessary elec- 
tions? Let’s get 
back to fixed elec- 
tion dates. 

It seems Trudeau 
doesn't even care, 
as it wasn’t his 
money that will 
have to pay for the 
expenses caused by 
this. 

If he actually had 
any real skin in the 
game, or even if his 
party did, there 
would have been 
next to zero chance 
of him calling an 
election at this 
pointless and pre- 
carious time. 

That particular 
dynamic is what is 
often referred to as 
‘accountability’. 

And on the cur- 
rent Canadian po- 
litical board game, 
there is none. 

Hence, where we 
are today, and un- 
fortunately, where 
we are most likely 
heading tomorrow. 

The sad and re- 
gretful part is that 
complaining about 
after the election is 
over is already too 
late. 

It’s like watching 
the fox eat your 
chickens, and then 
rewarding it with a 


prime rib_ steak, 
and after, com- 
plaining and whin- 
ing about it after 
the fox has eaten it. 
Canadians had a 
chance to run the 
fox out of town, but 
they didn’t have the 
courage to do it. 
The majority of 
Canadians _ think 
they are on a politi- 
cal team. They are 
the Habs and Leafs 
of hockey. No mat- 
ter how bad their 
team is, they will 
support them. 
Because of the 
pandemic -running 
a regular election 
campaign nearly it 
was impossible. 
Organizing rallies 
and public forums 
were nearly impos- 
sible, as was con- 
tacting voters and 
coordinating cam- 
paign volunteers. 
Voting stations 
were often farther 
away than ever and 
some communities 
had long waiting 
lines. This led to 
what is likely one of 
the lowest voter 
turnouts in Cana- 
dian history. 
Trudeau used 
some weak argu- 
ments about Cana- 
dians having their 
say, which in reality 
is laughable under 
such difficult con- 


ditions. The only 
hope now is that his 
government does 
something positive 
for Canadians. 
There has been an 
outpouring of 
anger from Canadi- 
ans these past few 
weeks, not helped 
by divisive rhetoric 
that has driven the 


parties further 
apart on key issues. 
The scandals, 


ethics convictions 
and incompetence 
of Trudeau and his 
team didn’t help 
matters either. 
They still feel like 
winners, while 
Canada loses in the 
long run. 

No facts seem to 
resonate with 
them, and perhaps 
they feel like bene- 
factors of printed 
money and debt 
they owe an alle- 
giance to, or maybe 


the ideological 
blathering without 
any actual sub- 


stance and imple- 
mentable plan still 
sounds good. 
Whatever the fu- 
ture holds, Canadi- 
ans deserve better 
from their govern- 


ment and_ their 
leader. 

We didn’t get that 
here. 
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#WeGotTheShot #BetterBrampton 
WeGotTheShot.ca 
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Suspect sought in Brampton park attack 


Police are look- 
ing for leads in 
connection with a 
suspect who at- 
tacked a female 
victim in Bramp- 
ton’s Massey Park 


last week. 

The incident 
happened around 
10:55 am. on 
Sep. 15, when the 
victim was ap- 
proached by the 
suspect, who 
f ofrsceyvaal y 

rabbed _ her 

y the shoul- 
der. 

The victim 
was able to 
break free and 
call for help, 
while the sus- 
pect ran into a 
wooded area 
of the park. 

21 Division’s 
Criminal In- 
vestigations 
“| Bureau says a 
photograph of 


the suspect was 
taken around the 
time of the inci- 
dent. 

The suspect is 
described as a 
white male, mid- 


20s, with a 
medium oa 
brown eyes, 


black beard and 
mustache, wear- 
ing a) ~hiaem 
hooded top with 
an insignia on its 
front, black pants 
and white sneak- 
ers. 

Anyone with in- 
formation is 
asked to call 21 
Division at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
2139) 
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One arrest made in homicide case 


An 18 year-old 
Mississauga resi- 
dent has been ar- 
rested in 
connection with a 
homicide that oc- 
curred last week in 


the citys north 
end. 

Peel Police’s 
Homicide and 


Missing Persons 
Bureau said the in- 
cident happened 
around 8 p.m. on 
Sep. 17, in the Air- 
port Road and Hull 
Street area, when 
two groups of men 
became involved in 
a “disturbance” 
that resulted in a 
weapon being 
fired. 

Two men were 
struck with gunfire 


during the inci- 
dent, with one, a 21 
year-old Brampton 
man, succumbing 
to his wounds after 
being sent to a hos- 
pital. The second 
victim was later 
treated for his in- 
juries and released 
from hospital. 
Athird male in- 
volved in the inci- 
dent was treated at 
the scene for an 
unrelated injury, 
then attended a 
local hospital for 
treatment before 


being released. 
Authorities later 
discovered the 


identity of one of 
the suspects, 18 
year-old Jastaran 
Sandhu, of Missis- 


sauga, who was ar- 
rested and charged 
with one count of 
first-degree mur- 
der on Sep. 18. 

Sandhu appeared 
in Brampton court 
to answer to the 
charges on Sep. 18. 

“Gun violence 
carries tragic out- 
comes which will 
not be tolerated by 
our community or 
our service,” said 
Peel Police Deputy 
Chief Nick Mili- 
novich. “ 

Residents with 
information or 
dashcam footage 
related to the inci- 
dent are asked to 
call police at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
3205. 


Vor WL ts hare, lea C YOU O ld bras behind! 


Geta proper fitting, and explore all we have to offer | in 
sizes 30-46 band and A-M cup! ) 


‘Take a moment to pamper yourself and shop lingerie, sleepw cary 


loungewear, slippers, and more. 


—_ 
chouchoucheri.com 


905-271-7333 
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Vax passport program needs stricter measures, say critics 


Continued from Pg 1 


As of Wednes- 
day, the province 
reported that 85 
per cent of resi- 
dents living in the 
province had re- 
ceived one dose of 
the vaccine, along 
with approxi- 
mately 79 _ per 
cent receiving 
both doses. 

463 new cases of 
the virus and 10 
deaths were re- 
ported - the low- 
est new cases in a 
month. Over the 
weekend, new 
cases per day 
hovered around 
the 800 mark. 


While the 
province _ states 
that businesses 


that don't adhere 


to the passport 
program "may" be 
fined, no further 
guidance was 
given, nor a 
timetable regard- 
ing the rollout of 
the planned mo- 
bile app and QR 
code system that 
will be used to 
verify proof of 


vaccination on 
Oct. 22. 
Ford told _ re- 


porters Wednes- 
day morning that 
it is important for 
everyone to re- 
main patient 
through the roll- 
out. 

“There will be a 
period of learn- 
ing," said Ford. "I 
want to be clear, 
enforcement will 
lead with educa- 


tion and will be 
reasonable to 
business owners.” 

That wasn't 
enough for some, 
as Opposition 


Leader Andrea 
Horwath called 
for stronger 


measures to be 
enacted. 

“The 85 per cent 
of us who did the 
right thing and 
got our vaccines 
earned the right 
to be at a sta- 
dium, the mall, or 
at church without 
having to worry 


about whether 
the person beside 
us is unvacci- 


nated,” said Hor- 
wath, who called 
on Ford to "fix" 
the program, sug- 
gesting that anti- 


vaccination 
protests have fu- 
eled a widening 
gap of opinion 


over public 
health. 

“Ford’s _ loop- 
holes and gaps 
embolden the 
anti-vax crowd 
and give oxygen 
to those 
protests,” —said 


Horwath. “No one 
should have to 
walk a gauntlet of 
harassment and 
intimidation be- 
cause they’ve 
done the right 
thing.” 

Others, includ- 
ing Brampton 
Mayor __ Patrick 
Brown, said the 
program could 
run up a steep 
price tag for mu- 


nicipalities trying 
to adhere to the 


law. 
"There's this 
huge new cost 


being put on the 
backs of munici- 
palities, and right 
now, Peel Police 
haven't been allo- 
cated any new re- 
sources for 
enforcement. By- 
law hasn't been 
allocated any new 
resources for en- 
forcement," 
Brown told CBC 
News Wednesday 
afternoon, indi- 
cating that en- 
forcement 
divisions are re- 
ceiving more calls 
than there are of- 
ficers available to 
respond. "With 
the federal gov- 


ernment giving a 
billion dollars to 
the provinces, 
there really needs 
to be resources 
allocated as well 
to the municipali- 
ties if they really 
want this (pro- 
gram) to work 
and be enforced." 
The province in- 
dicated in a state- 
ment that 
scheduled main- 
tenance for the 
proof of vaccina- 
tion website 
(https://covidig. 
ontariohealth.ca) 
will occur every 
week from 11 p.m. 
on Tuesday 
through 8 a.m. on 
Wednesday, and 
from 12 p.m. on 
Saturday through 
9 a.m. on Sunday. 
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Fighting Unconscious Bias - A Professor’s Perspective 


by Chandrakant Shah 


Unconscious bias 
refers to a bias that 
we are unaware of, 
and which happens 
outside of our con- 
trol. 

It is one that hap- 
pens automatically 
and is triggered by 
our brain making 
quick judgments and 
assessments of peo- 
ple and situations, in- 
fluenced by our 
background, cultural 
environment and 
personal experiences. 

Without knowing 
we all have such im- 
plicit or unconscious 
bias towards our fel- 
low citizens, for ex- 
ample because they 
are black or Indige- 
nous; belong to Mus- 
lim or Jewish faith; 
are gay, lesbian or 
transgender; or 
homeless. 

How do we know 
that we have such 
bias and what we can 
do about it? 

There are various 
ways one can exam- 
ine one’s own uncon- 
scious bias and 
reflect and change 
our own behaviour. 

At a societal level, 
unconscious __ bias 
leads to systemic 
racism and discrimi- 
nation leading to in- 
equity in resource 
distribution, exces- 
sive incarceration, 
early deaths and dis- 
abilities or apathy to- 
ward their situations. 

The following two 
examples shows how 
prevalent is the un- 
conscious bias we all 
have: 

As a professor of 
the Public Health 
Sciences faculty at 
the University of 
Toronto and a re- 
searcher and service 
provider to Indige- 
nous Peoples, I was 
often invited by dif- 
ferent health and so- 
cial sciences faculties 
— such as pharmacy, 
nursing, dentistry, 
medicine, anthropol- 
ogy and social work 
— to give a one or 
two-hour classroom 
lecture on Indige- 
nous health to ap- 
proximately 100 to 
200 students. 


I made it a point to 
begin each lecture 
with a simple activity 
that I felt gauged the 
level of understand- 
ing that students had 
about Indigenous 
Peoples. 

I would ask, ‘What 
adjectives come to 
your mind when you 
think about Indige- 
nous Peoples?’ They 
were given the free- 
dom to say whatever 
came to mind, no 
matter how it might 
be construed. 

Before they an- 
swered, I always 
turned my back to 
them, facing the 
blackboard, to afford 
them a greater sense 


been to lunch with an 
Indigenous person 
they knew. 


At this point, an- 
other four to five of 
the hands were 
raised. Finally, I 
asked if any of them 
had been to an In- 


digenous _person’s 
house. 
Almost without fail, 


there would be no 
hands in the air. 

At this point, I 
would review their 
adjective of Indige- 
nous Peoples written 
on the blackboard 
with them. Almost 
80 per cent of their 
responses about the 
aboriginal people 
were stereotypically 


was the media, as 
they portrayed nega- 
tive images of aborig- 
inal peoples. 

While I could un- 
derstand this percep- 
tion, I was. still 
constantly taken 
aback and would al- 
ways remind my au- 
dience that the 
purpose of higher ed- 
ucation is the devel- 
opment of critical 
thinking skills — I re- 
fused to let them off 
the hook because I 
knew they had the 
tools to combat the 
negativity of the 
media. 

The second exam- 
ple is again relating 
to how — systemic 


During his tenure 
of almost ten years, 
instead of improve- 
ment there was a de- 
cline! 

I was able to 
demonstrate by 
mathematical model, 
if now onward, that 
15 per cent of all 
newly hired profes- 
sors were a visible 
minority, and_ it 
would take the uni- 
versity fifty-two years 
to achieve fifteen per- 
cent of its faculty to 
be a visible minority. 

We are living in a 
multicultural and 
multidimensional so- 
ciety. What can one 
do to remove his/her 
unconscious bias? 


of personal safety. 
Students were gener- 
ally honest in their 
verbal responses, and 
I wrote down their 
responses on the 
blackboard. 

Following that, I 
would undertake the 
activity again but for 
a different ethnic 
group such as Chi- 
nese, German, or 
French people. 

After writing down 
their responses, I 
would face towards 
my class and ask 
everyone who knew 
any Indigenous per- 
son to raise their 
hand. 

Hardly about ten 
hands would be 
raised. I would then 
ask how many stu- 
dents in the class had 


negative, in stark 
contrast with the 
other ethnic groups, 
where almost 80 per 
cent of responses 
were positive. 

I knew that the stu- 
dents in my class 
were not necessarily 
racist, and they could 
see the error in their 
assumptions at this 
point. 

To attempt to un- 
derstand how such a 
learned group of peo- 
ple could succumb to 
such a crude perspec- 
tive of an entire race, 
I would ask them 
how they accounted 
for the negative abo- 
riginal _ stereotypes 
they believed to be 
true. 

In students’ eyes, 
the largest culprit 


racism creeps in our 
society without us 
ever knowing that it 
exists. 

In 1999, I became 
aware of a lack of di- 
versity within faculty 
members at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. 

Then, almost fifty 
percent of the stu- 
dents belonged to a 
visible minority, 
whereas only 8.6 per 
cent of faculty mem- 
bers were the same, 
despite the promise 
made by its president 
in 1990 to have fac- 
ulty members reflect 
the community; over 
40 per cent of 
Toronto population 
at that time were vis- 
ible minorities and 
9.4 per cent faculty 
members. 


—o- 


We all need to be 
self-reflective before 
voicing our adverse 
opinion about our 
fellow citizens. Get to 
know the group one 
despises. Read about 
them, their history, 
get to know individu- 
als of the group, have 
a lunch, invite them 
to your house, attend 
their cultural pro- 
gram. 

The next step in the 
journey is to be their 
ally or advocate. A 
quote from Roxane 
Gay, in Black Life 
Matters, which aptly 
describes the type of 
actions needed: 

‘Black people do 
not need allies. We 
need people to stand 
up and take on the 
problems borne of 


oppression as their 
own, without re- 
moval or distance. 
We need people to do 
this even if they can- 
not fully understand 
what it’s like to be op- 
pressed for their race 
or ethnicity, gender, 
sexuality, ability, 
class, religion, or 
other markers of 
identity. We need 
people to use com- 
mon sense to figure 
out how to partici- 
pate in social justice.’ 

How did I tackle 
those issues de- 
scribed above? 

In the first scenario, 
I realized a wide- 
spread unconscious 
bias and developed a 
three-week program 
inviting Indigenous 
Peoples on the cam- 
pus and talking their 
own lived  experi- 
ences in classroom, 
hospitals, — profes- 
sional organizations 
and holding an event 
at Toronto City Hall. 

The program was 
so popular that dona- 
tions/contributions 
kept flowing, leading 
to the development 
of an Endowed Chair 
in Indigenous Health 
and Wellbeing, first 
of its kind in Canada. 

In the second in- 
stance, I was able to 
build a widespread 
coalition of profes- 
sors, learners, com- 
munity organizations 
and leaders which 
advocated for em- 
ployment equity and 
proactive _ recruit- 
ment for the visible 
minorities as profes- 
sors. 

I am happy to re- 
port that it did not 
take 52 years, but just 
15 years, to achieve a 
goal of 15 per cent. 

If one is concerned 
about discrimination 
or systemic racism, 
do not wait for some- 
one else to act, do not 
be a bystander! 

No doubt, it is a 
long and arduous 
process to bring so- 
cial change, but once 
accomplished, it is 
great for one’s soul 
and humanity. 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Several ridings are 
still too close to call as 
ballot counters tally 
up the total s from 
Monday night’s fed- 
eral election. 

The Liberal Party 
will form a minority 
government once 
again, with all ridings 
in Peel voting along 
party lines to main- 
tain their seats. 

The Liberals were- 
able to add one seat 


=\, 
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to their tally versus 
the 20109 elections, in 
a campaign marked 
by scandal and polar- 
ization between polit- 
ical parties. 

This year’s election 
also saw a large num- 
ber of candidates of 
Punjabi descent run 
for office, though sev- 
eral prominent incu- 
ment Punjabi MPs 
did not return. 

Mississauga-Mal- 


ton’s Navdeep Bains, 
Streetsville’s Gagan 
Sikand and Ramesh- 
war Sangha removed 
themselves from the 
campaign early on. 
Similarly, the Liber- 
als severed ties with 
Raj Saini from the 
Kitchener Centre rid- 
ing, due to allegations 
leveled against him. 
Kevin Vuong, of 
Spadina-Fort York, 
was ousted from the 


SKELE-FUN 
“ COSTUME SWAP 
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Shakeup in local ridings as election results tallied 


party over unproven 
(and eventually re- 
scinded) sexual as- 
sault allegations in 
the days leading up to 
election, but won his 
riding and will stand 
as an independent. 
Rechie Valdez, a 
local entrepreneur, 
became the first Fil- 
ipino woman to be- 
come a sitting MP, 
taking over from 
Sikand, who was ab- 


sent from Parliament 
for months over un- 
specified personal 
matters. 

Jag Sahota, the last 
Conservative MP 
from Calgary 
Skyview, lost to Lib- 
eral candidate George 
Chahal this time 
around, and _ Bob 
Saroya, a two-time 
Ontario MP, lost to 
his nearest rival, the 
Liberal candidate. 


AT PORT CREDIT MORTGAGES 


Saturday, September 25 + SAM-12PM 


33532 Lakeshore Rd E, Mississauga, ON 


As of Wednesday 
evening, the parties 
managed to win seats 
as per the following 
seats: Liberal 158, 
Conservative 119, 
Bloc Quebecois 34, 
NDP 25 and Green 
Party 2. 

Ten ridings were 
still considered “too 
close to call” as of 


Wednesday, — with 
mail-in ballots still 
being counted. 


Come to our 2nd Annual Skele-fun Costume Swap where 


The Original South Mississauga Freecycle 


and South Mississauga Communities 


Facebook groups will be raising money for The Compass & 


keeping textiles out of landfills. 
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Peel Region highlights its priorities for the 2021 election 


Leading up to 
the 2021 federal 


election, the Re- 
gion of Peel 
identified key 
priorities _ that 


require contin- 
ued and addi- 
tional attention 
from the next 
federal govern- 
ment to support 
the 
Peel’s 1.5 million 


residents and 
735,600  busi- 
nesses. 


As one of the 

hardest hit mu- 
nicipalities im- 
pacted by the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the Re- 
gion said last 
week that it con- 
tinues to seek 
additional sup- 
ports for its 
COVID-19 _ re- 
sponse, such as 
Safe Restart 
funding. 

As attention 
begins to turn to 
recovery efforts, 
and with Peel’s 
population and 
employment ex- 


needs’ of 


pected to grow 


to approxi- 
mately two mil- 
lion residents 
and 970,000 


jobs by 2041, the 
Region does not 
have the finan- 
cial resources to 
maintain and 
build the neces- 
sary infrastruc- 
ture and provide 
the appropriate 
level of services 
to support Peel’s 
growth. 

“Our collective 
response to the 
challenges of the 
past year have 
demonstrated 
the importance 
of all levels of 
government 
working and col- 
laborating — to- 
gether. With the 
Region increas- 
ingly doing 
‘more with less’, 
we are commit- 
ted to working 
with the next 
federal govern- 
ment to meet the 
needs of Peel’s 
residents and 


businesses,” said 
Nando Iannicca, 
Chair, Region of 
Peel. 

The Region has 
identified op- 
portunities to 
work with the 
next federal gov- 
ernment to help 


address _ chal- 
lenges related to 
Peel’s  popula- 
tion and em- 
ployment 
growth, includ- 
ing several key 
priorities,  in- 
cluding _Infra- 
structure 


re ee ee ee SE 
pa ee A 


—o- 


Funding, a 
Green Recovery, 
Sustainable 
Transportation 
and Vision Zero, 
Child Care, Af- 
fordable Hous- 
ing and 
Long-Term Care 

More informa- 


tion on the Re- 
gion of Peel’s 
2021 Federal 
Election Priori- 
ties can be found 
on the Region’s 
Advocacy web- 
page  (peelre- 


gion.ca/advocac 
y). 
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Preliminary Results 


National 

Party Ret haere Pa % Number of votes % 
Animal Protection Party i) 0.0 % 2,576 0.0 % 
Bloc Québécois 34 10.1 % 1,284,565 7.8 % 
Centrist 0 0.0 % 638 0.0 % 
CFF - Canada's Fourth Front it) 0.0 % 125 0.0 % 
Christian Heritage Party it) 0.0 % 8,888 0.0 % 
Communist it) 0.0 % 4,602 0.0 % 
Conservative 119 35.2 % 5,601,353 33.8 % 
Free Party Canada i) 0.0 % 47,508 0.3 % 
Green Party 2 0.6 % 383,033 2.3 % 
Independent 0 0.0 % 25,886 0.2 % 
Liberal 158 46.8 % 5,388,005 32.5 % 
Libertarian 0 0.0 % 4,805 0.0 % 
Marijuana Party it) 0.0 % 2,018 0.0 % 
Marxist-Leninist 0 0.0 % 4,815 0.0 % 
Maverick Party i) 0.0 % 34,441 0.2 % 
National Citizens Alliance it) 0.0 % 496 0.0 % 
Nationalist 0 0.0 % 52 0.0 % 
NDP-New Democratic Party 25 7.4% 2,934,869 17.7 % 
No Affiliation it) 0.0 % 6,702 0.0 % 
Parti Patriote it) 0.0 % 241 0.0 % 
Parti Rhinocéros Party 0 0.0 % 6,118 0.0 % 
People's Party - PPC 0 0.0 % 831,157 5.0 % 
Pour l'Indépendance du Québec 0 0.0 % 2,938 0.0 % 
vcp it) 0.0 % 1,224 0.0 % 
Total: 16,577,055 
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TECH 
COLLECT 
DRIVE 


10150 The Gore Road, Brampton 


20 Loafers Lake Lane, Brampton 


*COVID-19 physical distancing and safety protocols will be in effect 


Let's Get Together, Brampton Library What's accepted: 


and LGTTech4All Youth, want to collect ° Laptops - PC & Mac parts, cables 
your used, broken and unwanted ¢ Desktops and monitors - PC & Mac parts 


computers. They will be safely recycled e Consumer Electronics - gaming consoles, 


; iPods, mp3 players, stereo equipment 
or refurbished and circulated backto Handheld devices - smartphones, cell 


the Peel Region community. phones, tablets, digital cameras 

e Printers - Inkjet & laserjet, plotters, 
copiers, scanners, fax machines 

¢ Peripherals - keyboards, mice, USB sticks, 
external storage devices, CD/DVD ROMs, 
cards, laptop bags, webcams, accessories 

¢ Home and business phones 

¢ Household items of 35/bs or less 


Help us bridge the digital divide! 
Together we can make a difference! 


Questions? Contact info@letsgettogether.ca 


letsgettogether.ca/tech-collect-drive 


#JEUNESENACTION 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


LET'S GET TOGETHER 


e © Brampton a #RISINGYOUTH O TakingITGlobal 
> ¢ » Library ‘. * iii —— INSPIRER INFORMER ENGAGER 
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Opinion 


The election where everything’s made up and the points 
don’t matter 


Here comes the 
new boss. Same as 
the old boss. 

There has been a 
lot of partisan spin 
breathlessly raised 
online and by media 
outlets to cover for 
the fact that the sum 
total of Monday 
night's election can 
be boiled down to a 
handful of seats 
changing hands and 
the status quo re- 
maining largely un- 
changed. 

Regardless of 
which side of the 
aisle you fall on or 
which leader you 
support, spending 
$600 million to re- 
arrange the deck 
chairs is not a sensi- 
ble investment. Nei- 
ther was the political 
spin that made the 
health status of hun- 
dreds of thousands 
of people in this 
country an election 
issue. 

Even with the ap- 
parent rationale that 
the funds being used 
for this election were 
a form of "stimulus" 


paid to election 
workers -- one has to 
wonder why this ar- 
gument wasn't fol- 
lowed up with by 
asking what hap- 
pened to the tens of 
billions paid out 
through CERB and 
similar support serv- 
ices that are being 
banked in fear of a 
softening economy -- 
this was an election 
that relied on fear, 
confusion and dou- 
ble-standards to sell 
a party vision that, 
ultimately, didn't at- 
tract enough people 
to make a demon- 
strable difference. If 
anything, it may 
have secured more 
voters against them, 
as the Conservatives 
won the popular vote 
by nearly 200,000. 

In Peel, the names 
stayed exactly the 
same -- controversy 
over a election rally 
in Brampton al- 
legedly not respect- 
ing distancing 
guidelines _ didn't 
change the party's 
fortunes. 

Besides a close race 
in Mississauga- 
Lakeshore between 
incumbent Sven 
Spengemann and 
challenger Michael 


Ras (a race Spenge- 
mann ultimately 
won), the Liberals 
cruised to easy victo- 
ries in all Brampton 
and Mississauga rid- 
ings, while Kyle See- 
back held onto his 
Dufferin-Caledon 
seat for the Conser- 
vatives. 

Justin Trudeau 
once again has a mi- 
nority government, 
with a virtually-un- 
changed number of 
seats. Perhaps he 
thought that drain- 
ing the NDP's war 
chest and distracting 
everyone for a few 
weeks was worth the 
price tag? 

I can't see how this 
is amonumental vic- 
tory for his party -- 
short of kicking the 
can down the road to 
the next election (to 
either 2023 or 2025), 
what was the end 
benefit to his party? 

The party is still 
impressively bipolar 
when it comes to 
dealing with scan- 
dals -- in two of those 
cases, the Liberals 
sacrificed said candi- 
dates (Raj Saini in 
Kitchener Centre 
and Kevin Vuong in 
Spadina - Fort York) 
over allegations, to 


say nothing of the 
scandals that con- 


tinue to dog Trudeau 
himself, including 
more “blackface” 


photos dug out just 
in time for the final 
day of the campaign. 

Erin O'Toole had a 
thankless job, and 
somehow managed 
to keep his party 
running unchanged 
(even if some pro- 
jected candidates 
didn't pan out the 
way he wanted) in 
the face of polls that 
gave a high chance 
for a majority to the 
Liberals. 

It's even money 
whether he stays on 
or is ousted by the 
party, but I wouldn't 
be surprised if Con- 
servative insiders 
have looked at the 
performance of the 
People's Party and 
want to push the 
Cons further to the 
right to recapture 
them. 

The NDP, despite 
not even bothering to 
parachute —_candi- 
dates into half of its 
Peel ridings until 
after the deadline, 
did well enough to 
keep its "kingmaker" 
role, with a couple 
new seats picked up. 


In all likelihood, they 
will continue to in- 
fluence a large num- 
ber of decisions 
going forward, and 
their adoption of the 
affordable housing 
platform was ad- 
mirable, even if they 
were the only ones 
(barring a few spo- 
radic references from 
the Conservatives) to 
champion it. 

Jagmeet Singh 
should focus the 
coming term on pro- 
moting himself, his 
vision, not relying on 
Trudeau’s gaffes to 
sell his talking 
points. 

The biggest sur- 
prise was the wild 
card known as the 
People's Party, which 
somehow amassed 
more than 5.1 per 
cent of the vote 
(more than 800,000 
votes) -- triple its 
vote count two years 
ago, and now quali- 
fying them for fed- 
eral funding -- 
despite not picking 
up any seats and its 
leader losing his rid- 
ing. 

This campaign was 
marked by ugly be- 
haviour on many 
sides -- scandal upon 
scandal, overzealous 


news coverage (see 
CBC  disrespecting 
Green Party leader 
Annamie Paul on 
election night by 
loudly talking about 
how she may be 
ousted from the 
party, in the middle 
of her campaign 
speech!) and an elec- 
tion climate that has 
pitted groups of peo- 
ple against each 
other via COVID-19 
restrictions, many of 
which were tossed 
out the window for 
one day only to pro- 
tect civil liberties at 
the voting booth. 

Going forward, it 
will be interesting to 
see how Peel and 
other regions deal 
with the status quo. 

In the face of a 
deficit that continues 
to mount and no end 
to the spending spree 
in sight, will Peel Re- 
gion have many of its 
federal requests 
met? 

Will our parties put 
their grievances 
aside to focus on 
long-term solutions 
to combat the ongo- 
ing COVID-19 pan- 
demic? 

Your guess is as 
good as ours. 


Full List of 2021 Federal Election Winners in Peel Region 


(Brampton) 


Brampton Centre: Shafqat Ali (Liberal) 
Brampton East: Maninder Sidhu (Liberal) 
Brampton North: Ruby Sahota (Liberal) 
Brampton South: Sonia Sidhu (Liberal) 
Brampton West: Kamal Khera (Liberal) 


(Dufferin-Caledon) 


Kyle Seeback (Conservative) 


(Mississauga) 


(Liberal) 


Mississauga-Centre: Omar Alghabra (Liberal) 
Mississauga East-Cooksville: Peter Fonseca (Liberal) 
Mississauga-Erin Mills: Iqra Khalid (Liberal) 
Mississauga-Lakeshore: Sven Spengemann (Liberal) 
Mississauga-Malton: Iqwinder Singh Gaheer 


Mississauga-Streetsville: Rechie Valdez (Liberal) 
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Peel Matters: Votes hide pivotal change from a 
polarizing election 


by Catherine Soplet 

A key message out 
of the 2021 federal 
elections was that 
$610 million was 
an unnecessary ex- 
pense of, for an 
election that Cana- 
dians did not want 
to have, under pan- 
demic conditions 
which could put 
health and safety at 
risk. 

Crowing from fed- 
eral election detrac- 
tors continued as 
election results 
showed the parti- 
san distribution of 
MPs nearly exactly 
mirrored the seat 
count from the 
43rd minority gov- 
ernment __Parlia- 
ment. 

I disagree. 

For less than the 
price of a movie 
ticket plus popcorn 
at Cineplex, Cana- 
dians took in a nail 
biter bit of theatre. 

That money 
mostly was spent in 
local economies, 
hiring casual work- 
ers amongst people 
of all ages and 
backgrounds, and 
creating a cultural 
event in which peo- 
ple could engage in 
common purpose, 
to the extent of 
their self-selected 
comfort level. 

This election was 
a prequel to a soft 
recovery, buffered 
by vaccines and a 
habit for PPE. 

Similarities _ be- 
tween 2021 and 
2019 election re- 
sults for seat num- 
bers and partisan 
stripes belie the fact 
that 44 new faces — 
more than 10 per 
cent of total seats -- 
and most of them 
first-time MPs, will 
refresh and re-en- 
ergize the 44th Par- 
liament. 

For example, 
2020 Conservative 
leadership hopeful 
Leslyn Lewis was 
handily elected in 


Haldimand-Nor- 
folk, winning the 
largely agricultural 
riding with 47.5 per 
cent of the vote. 

Despite the thug- 
gery of antimasker 
and = anti-vaxxers 
out on the hustings, 
this election is 
showing advance- 
ment of inclusion- 
ary distribution of 
politics. 

Outlier partisans 
of red, blue, orange 
and green sprinkle 
solo seats in neme- 
sis areas: two new 
Liberal seats in Ed- 
monton and Cal- 
gary dot the 
Conservative sea in 
Alberta; one urban 
Green seat in Con- 
servative blue 
southwestern On- 
tario, and one Con- 
servative seat in 
Liberal Newfound- 
land. 

While MP seats 
number the same, 
they belie the peril 
of three party lead- 
ers to continue in 
their jobs. 

Some Conserva- 
tives are already 
moving towards a 
leadership review. 
Both leaders for the 
Green and People’s 
Party of Canada 
failed to be elected 
in their respective 
ridings. 

(The NDP have an 
historic trend for a 
more forgiving, 
longer tenure, ex- 
cept for one-term 


NDP Leader 
Thomas Mulcair 
after the 2015 elec- 
tion.) 


An undercurrent 
not well-amplified, 
the SHEcession and 
its SHEcovery solu- 
tions were very 
much at stake in 
this election, as 
women struggle to 
reopen businesses 
and jobs in women- 
centric sectors, es- 
pecially including 
businesses for 
childcare. 


This election se- 
cures the continu- 
ance and sealing of 
federal deals with 
provinces for $10 
per day childcare 
will be established 
before the next fed- 
eral election, which 
could take place as 
early as 18-24 
months from now. 

Ontario Premier 
Ford said his gov- 
ernment would not 
stand in the way of 
federally funded 
childcare that helps 
women get back 
into jobs. 

At his Sep. 22 at 
his presser on vac- 
cination certificates 
to secure economic 
recovery. Ford said, 
“Conservatives and 
Liberals and _ all 
parties agree on the 
need for affordable 
childcare. We just 
differ on the way to 
pay for it, and now 
it is time to get it 
done.” 

The 2019 Na- 
tional Housing Se- 
curity bill legislated 
housing as a right 
and seeks pledges 
in all party plat- 
forms to deliver af- 
fordable housing, 
which can translate 
into quick wins for 
municipalities 
across the country. 

With 1.4 million 
newcomers landing 
in Canada by Dec. 
2023, urban cen- 
tres especially can 
benefit nearly im- 


mediately from 
housing builds and 
ecosystem com- 
merce. 


Building housing 
that meets green 
and environmental 
targets is also a 
shared value 
amongst parties, al- 
beit to differing ex- 
tents. 

The returning mi- 
nority federal gov- 
ernment will see a 
major reshuffle as 
three Liberal 
women cabinet 


ministers will not 
return: Catherine 
McKenna, Minister 
for Infrastructure; 
Maryam Monsef, 
Minister for 
Women and Gen- 
der Equality and 
Rural Economic 
Development, and 
Bernadette Jordan, 
Minister of Fish- 
eries and Oceans. 

Despite the loss of 
women incum- 
bents, the 
2021 election 
marks a continued 
increase in the 
number of non- 
male candidates 
since the 2015 fed- 
eral election, ac- 
cording to Equal 
Voice, an organiza- 
tion which pro- 
motes women’s 
parity to get elected 
and the gender di- 
versity of candi- 
dates. 

Women — candi- 
dacy is at an all- 
time high. Equal 
Voice says 44 per 
cent of 2021 candi- 
dates are women or 
gender-diverse. 

Amongst NDP 
and Green candi- 
dates, that percent- 
age edges up to over 
50 per cent. 

Liberal candi- 
dates are 43 per 
cent women or gen- 
der diverse in 2021, 
compared to 31 per 
cent in 2015. 

Conservative can- 
didates are 33 per 
cent women in 
2021 compared to 
just 20 per cent in 
2015. 

Women __ voters 
could decide the 
Canadian election, 
according to re- 
search conducted 
by Elizabeth 
Goodyear- Grant, 
Professor of at 
Queen’s University. 

“Women have 
moved even further 
away from _ the 
CPC during the 
pandemic crisis.” 
she says. 


—o- 


From the onset of 
COVID, women 
were more con- 
cerned about the 
virus and its conse- 
quences, for them- 
selves and_ their 
family members. 

Women have 
borne unique chal- 
lenges due to de- 
creased access to 
childcare, greater 
responsibility for 
childcare and re- 
mote schooling, job 
losses in women- 
dominated service 
and hospitality sec- 
tors or conversely, 

an increased pre 
ence on the front- 
lines as nurses and 
long-term care 
workers, _height- 
ened vulnerability 
to gender-based vi- 
olence and much 
more. 

Finally, this elec- 
tion will be seen to 
be a return and ren- 
aissance for democ- 
racy — because of its 
deficit. 

This election 
under pandemic 
exposed both voter 
suppression, and 
also the remote 
voter workaround 
of 1.3 million mail- 
in ballots. 

In 2008, a com- 
parable minority 
government _elec- 
tion held just as 
markets com- 
menced collapse 
ahead of The Great 
Recession, voter 
turnout was 58.8 
per cent. 

When mail-in bal- 
lots are fully tallied, 
2021 turnout 
against much 
greater odds could 
surpass the lowest 
turnout ever. 

By choosing the 
shortest option pos- 
sible of a 36-day 
campaign as op- 
posed to a 50-day 


campaign, __ Elec- 
tions Canada strug- 
gled to book 


locations on short 
notice 1n a context 


of fewer suitable lo- 
cations to meet dis- 
tanecin ¢ 
requirements and 
the loss of access to 
public school build- 
ings. 

Canada-wide, 
there were 1,000 
fewer regular 
polling stations for 
Election Day than 
in the 2019 election 
—a drop of nearly 7 
per cent. 

The advanced 
polls drew from 
larger geographies 
in greater numbers 
of polling districts 
in in a context of re- 
duced transit. 

The lapse to in- 
clude voting polls 
for students at post- 
secondary campus 
locations is a gap 
which has gone on 
far too long and is 
no longer to be re- 
peated. 

In preparation for 
the sequel election 
in 2023 (or 2024) 
there is fortunate 
evidence in Ontario 
that an election 
campaign does not 
correspond to a po- 
tential horror 
movie of increased 
pandemic spread. 

Just two days 
post-election, in the 
five weeks since the 
Writ dropped for 
the elections On- 
tario public health 
reports the smallest 
daily increase of 
COVID-19 cases, at 
463. 

Municipalities 
stepped up vaccina- 
tion efforts in per- 
fect summer 
weather to reach 
people of more ages 
in more __ places 
using mobile units. 
Back-to-school in- 
creases _ back-to- 
work potential. 

Time to put both 
polls and polariza- 
tion away — we now 
are all in this to- 
gether. 
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News BUSINESS 


New workplace 


Anew cross-re- 
gion workplace 
development pro- 
gram aims to help 
hospitality and 
tourism workers 
in Peel and other 
areas with a suite 
of free courses to 
help them retrain 
and relearn vital 
skills. 


The program, 


Hospitality EDGE, 
was announced 
last week by Desti- 
nation Toronto, in 
connection with 
Tourism Missis- 
sauga and Bramp- 
ton’s Tourism 
Office, and aims 
to bring much- 
needed skills 
training back to 
both sectors. 


program rolls out free courses 
for Peel hospitality sector 


The new courses 
will be offered for 
free to all tourism 
and hospitality 
workers, and or- 
ganizers Say it will 
provide a much- 
needed boost to 
adaptation during 


the ongoing 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic. 


"(The program) 


offers courses for 
furloughed em- 
ployees returning 
to the workforce, 
current workers 
who want or need 
to up-skill, and 
those interested in 
joining the hospi- 
tality industry," 
said Destination 
Toronto’s execu- 
tive vice-president 
of destination de- 
velopment, An- 
drew Weir. 

"Our goal is to 
help workers re- 
train, upgrade 
skills, explore new 
positions and get 
on the path to re- 
employment in 
the hospitality in- 
dustry. We also 
want to keep fur- 
loughed workers 
that are passion- 
ate about the in- 
dustry connected 
to the _ people, 


businesses and 
sector they love." 
The program 
also launches at a 
time when 
373,000 employ- 
ees in the sector 
have found them- 
selves out of work 
due to ongoing 
COVID _ restric- 
tions, according to 
the World Travel 
& Tourism's Cana- 
dian Economic 
Impact Report. 
Developed with 
input from em- 
ployers and em- 
ployees from a 
diverse range of 
hospitality busi- 
nesses, the pro- 
gram will offer 
courses connected 
to five critically- 
needed skill sets 
for today's work- 
force, including 
Health & Safety; 
Customer Service; 


Digital Literacy; 
Inclusive and Sus- 
tainable Tourism; 
and Resiliency. 
"Hospitality is 
all about people 
and creating a 
sense of welcome 
and comfort," said 
Weir. "If you're a 
worker looking to 
return to the hos- 
pitality sector or 
wanting to start 
your career, use 
these courses to 
help get ready for 
unique demands 
and opportunities 
in hospitality as 
businesses con- 
tinue to reopen." 
More’ informa- 
tion, registration, 
course __ descrip- 
tions and eligibil- 
ity criteria can be 
found at Hospital- 
ityEDGE.ca. 


Brampton mutual fund dealer fined after defrauding clients 


A Brampton- 


based mutual 
fund dealer has 
been fined 


$40,000 in con- 
nection with 
charges made by 
clients who he 
defrauded, the 
Mutual Fund 
Dealers Associa- 
tion of Canada 
(MFDA) revealed 
last week. 

A hearing panel 
found that Viet 
Ton-That, who 
operated in 
Brampton, mis- 
appropriated 
monies from two 
clients between 
Feb. 14 - Oct. 19, 
2018, including 
“personal finan- 


cial dealings with 
a client by bor- 


rowing monies 
from a_ client, 
thereby giving 


rise to a conflict 
or potential con- 
flict of interest 
which (Ton-That) 
failed to disclose 
to the member or 
otherwise ad- 
dress by the exer- 


cise of 


responsible busi- 
ness judgment 
influenced only 
by the best inter- 
ests of the client.” 

Additionally, 
Ton-That refused 
to cooperate with 
an investigation 
commenced in 
Dec. 2019 by 


MFDA staff, ac- 
cording to a deci- 
sion made at a 
virtual hearing on 
Apr. 15, 2021. 

In its decision, 


MFDA’s Central 
Regional Council 
issued a perma- 
nent prohibition 
against Ton-That, 
preventing him 

oe 


ww 


from conducting 
any securities-re- 
lated business in 
any capacity 


while in the em- 
ploy of or associ- 


ated with any 
MFDA member, 
along with a 


$40,000 fine and 
$5,000 in costs. 
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Habitat for Humanity celebrates 30 years with local focus 


The ribbon was 
cut on a new dis- 
tribution centre 
— recognizing 
three decades of a 
national charita- 
ble organization’s 
efforts to build 
affordable hous- 
ing for residents 
in local commu- 
nities. 

Habitat for Hu- 
manity ReStore 
opened its newest 
distribution cen- 
tre in Missis- 


sauga Friday af- 
ternoon, increas- 
ing capacity for 
50 local Habitats 
and highlighting 
the work being 
done towards 
building afford- 
able homes in 
Peel Region and 
throughout the 
GTA. 

The chain of Re- 
Stores is part of 
Habitat’s work 


helping to fund 
homes through- 


out the country. 

The not-for- 
profit home im- 
provement retail 
stores accept and 
resell new and 
used __ building 
materials as well 
as furniture, ap- 
pliances, home 
accessories, and 
much more, to 


the public. 
100 per cent of 
proceeds from 


Habitat ReStores 
go back into local 


ECONOMIC CLUB 


© Of CANADA 


Habitat for Hu- 
manity builds 
and programs. 
Although — the 
distribution cen- 
tre expansion 
planning was un- 
derway before 
COVID-19, _ or- 
ganizers of the 
event said Friday 
that the COVID- 
19 pandemic ac- 
celerated the 
need for support 
to local Habitats 
regarding in- 


cé TELUS 


creased  gift-in- 
kind donations 
from corporate 
partners, greater 
reliability and 
consistency and 
ultimately, for 
Habitat Canada 
to support their 
ability to build 
more homes 
across the coun- 
try. 

Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie and 
Habitat for Hu- 


manity Canada 
president and 
CEO Julia Deans 
were on-hand at 
the event’ to 
speak about the 
importance of the 
new distribution 
centre, and how 
it further sup- 
ported Habitat’s 
mission to offer a 
safe and afford- 
able place to live 
for residents in 
need. 
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Town stresses residents to “be kind” as new vax guidelines launch 


The Town of 
Caledon took the 
rare step of ask- 
ing residents to 
“be kind” as new 
vaccine policies 
roll out at recre- 
ational centres 
across Peel and 
other municipali- 
ties across the 


country. 
The Town urged 
residents this 


past weekend to 
be respectful to 
staffers who are 
required to ask 
for proof of vacci- 
nation at recre- 
ational facilities, 
as they are work- 
ing to protect 
other residents 
while delivering 
local services. 
“Our customer 
service staff are 
not only public 
service providers, 
they are mem- 
bers of your com- 
munity,” said 
Mayor Allan 
Thompson. 
“They are your 
neighbours, fam- 
ily and friends... 
do your part to 
slow the spread 


of COVID-19 so 
we can all get 
back to Caledon 
life.” 

Recreational fa- 
cilities through- 
out the Town, 
and throughout 
the rest of Peel, 
were required to 
ask for proof of 
vaccination 
Wednesday, as 
per provincial 
guidelines. 

This includes 
access to indoor 
sports, arts and 
entertainment 
and recreational 
facilities 
throughout the 
region, such as 
arenas, meeting 
and event spaces, 
concert venues, 
bingo halls, in- 
door restaurants 
where sit-in din- 
ing is allowed, 
and other similar 
establishments. 

Guidelines re- 
leased by the 
province last 
week also indi- 
cated that proof 
of vaccination 
will not be re- 
quired in li- 


braries, court- 
houses, buildings 
offering essential 


services (per- 
mits/tax pay- 
ments), rental 


spaces used for 
day camps, pri- 
vate gatherings at 
residences, out- 
door events, wed- 
ding or funeral 
ceremonies, or 
for children 
under the age of 
18 participating 
in organized 
sports. 


“As we continue 
to see cases of 
COVID-19 in our 
communities, we 
must keep up the 
fight against the 
transmission of 
this virus and its 
variants to create 
a safer environ- 
ment for. our- 
selves, our 
families and our 
communities,” 
Solicitor General 
Sylvia Jones said 
last week, after 
details of the vac- 


cination policy 
were _ released. 
“The best defense 
against COVID- 
19 is getting a 
vaccine and en- 
couraging every- 


one who is 
eligible to get 
vaccinated too.” 
Currently, a 
vaccination re- 


ceipt can be used, 
via paper receipt 
or online receipt, 
along with one 
piece of identifi- 
cation, 


can be 


used to access 
businesses where 
proof of vaccina- 
tion is required. 

The province 
said in a state- 
ment last week 
that it was work- 
ing on a QR code 
system that can 
be scanned at 
points of entry in 
order to provide 
proof of vaccina- 
tion, planned for 
launch later this 
year. 


lan & Rahimat - 2017 & 2019 
Graduates 


npower canada.ca 
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Virtual Fireside Chat With 


President and Vice Chancellor of Sheridan College 


Having worked in the 
post-secondary sector 
for over twenty-five 
years, Janet remains 
passionate about 
student success and 
community engagement. 


TUESDAY 


Bell October 5" 


VIRTUAL : : 


WWW.MBOT.COM 


@MBOTONTARIO 
yf. 


#MBOTWOMEN 
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Steelheads go live as CBC broadcasts OHL matchups 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads will 
drop the puck on 
Nov. 13 against 
the Kingston 
Frontenacs, as 
part of a_ set 
games that will be 
televised by the 
Canadian Broad- 
cast Corporation 
(CBC), in partner- 
ship with the 
Canadian Hockey 
League (CHL). 

The league an- 
nounced this 
week that six 
games from the 
upcoming 2021- 
22 regular season 
schedule will be 
televised every 
Saturday, begin- 
ning on Oct. 2 and 
running through 
Nov. 13, by ite 
CBC as part of the 
CHL’s new multi- 
platform, multi- 


year __ broadcast 
rights —_partner- 
ship. 


“We are very ex- 
cited to drop the 
puck on Saturday 
afternoons during 
the 2021-22 sea- 


son with’ the 
CBC,” said CHL 
President Dan 
MacKenzie. 


“Their iconic po- 
sition in Canadian 
hockey combined 
with the CHL’s 
role as the top de- 
velopment league 
in the world will 
make for a win- 
ning partner- 
ship.” 

The six games 
include represen- 
tation from each 
of the CHL’s three 
member leagues 
with action, be- 
ginning on Oct. 2 
with the Regina 
Pats and 2023 
NHL Draft 
favourite Connor 
Bedard hosting 
the Prince Albert 
Raiders. 


The — schedule 
concludes with a 
matinee contest 
featuring the 
OHL’s Missis- 
sauga Steelheads 
taking on _ the 
Kingston Fronte- 
nacs and 2022 
NHL Draft head- 
liner Shane 
Wright. 

“We’re proud to 
partner with the 
CHL and we're 
looking forward 
to sharing the ex- 
citement of Cana- 
dian major junior 
hockey with fans 


across the country 
this fall,” said 
Chris Wilson, 
CBC’s executive 
director of sports 
and Olympics. 
“We’re commit- 
ted to engaging 
our audiences on 
a regional and 
community level, 
and this partner- 
ship with the CHL 
helps to further 
that commitment 
by providing fans 
more opportuni- 
ties to cheer on 
their local teams.” 
In addition to 


being broadcast 
on CBC TV, all six 
games will also be 
available via CBC- 
Sports.ca, the 
CBC Sports app 
and the free CBC 
Gem ___ streaming 
service. Begin- 
ning in Novem- 
ber, CBC Gem, 
CBCSports.ca and 
the CBC Sports 
app will offer live 
streaming cover- 
age of one CHL 
game per week 
through the end 
of the regular sea- 
son. The schedule 


for these games 
will be confirmed 


in the coming 
weeks. 
The 2021-22 


CHL regular sea- 
son begins on 
Sep. 30 as part of 
a new campaign 
that features the 
Bedard and 
Wright, in addi- 
tion to the return 
of the CHL’s sig- 
nature national 
events, including 
the 2022 Memo- 
rial Cup _ pre- 
sented by Kia. 


Brampton edges out big-city competition in cricket match-up 


It wasn’t even close. The City of Brampton edged out the Cities of Kitchener and Waterloo during a friendly cricket match hosted by Mayor Patrick Brown at Teramoto Park. 

The teams came together to enjoy the end of summer and celebrate the rise of cricket in the city with a friendly matchup — and when the chips were down, Brampton 
smashed through the competition with a 143-108 win. Brown, Kitchener Mayor Berry Vrbanovic and Waterloo Mayor Dave Jaworsky all indicated that they would be inter- 
ested in hosting additional cricket games in the future. 
(Submitted Photo) 


The North Duf- 
ferin Baseball 
League senior 
championship 
started over the 
weekend with the 
Bolton Brewers 
taking a com- 
manding 2-0 se- 
ries lead over the 


New Lowell 
Knights. 
The Brewers 


won a close 2-1 
game on Saturday 
followed by a 4-1 
victory on Sunday. 

In Game 1, the 
Knights scored a 


INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
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run in the first in- 
ning and held the 
lead until the six 
frame when 
Bolton scored to 
tie. 

In Bolton's half 
of the seventh, 
with two out, 
Drew Volkey 
walked, stole sec- 
ond, and _ then 
scored when an 


error was made on 
a throw to first 
base ending the 
game in the Brew- 
ers favour. 

Knights 


The 


Photo by David Anderson 


Sr ee 


failed to capitalize 
throughout — the 
game, stranding at 
least one runner 
on base each in- 
ning. New Lowell 
had the bases 
loaded in both the 
second and third 
frames but were 
unable to score. 

New Lowell also 
outhit the Brewers 
12-3. 

Sid Beelen dou- 
bled and singled 
for the Knights 
while teammate 
Chris Rettie had 
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Brewers Gain Upper Hand Over Knights 


three singles. Kurt 
Roy and Jake 
Nicholson had 
two hits and Bran- 
don Norrie, Sean 
Connor, and Dale 
Lightheart 
chipped in with 
one hit each. 

Mike Wallace, 
Stephen Warden 
and Carter Burn- 
side hit for the 
Brewers. 

Trent Barwick 
started on the 
mound for Bolton. 
He pitched seven 
innings, allowed 


—o- 


one run on 12 hits, 
walked one, hit 
one batter, and 
struck out six. 

Steve Baldry 
pitched 6 2/3 in- 
nings for the 
Knights, allowed 
two runs, on three 
hits, walked four 
and struck out 
seven. 

Sunday's contest 
had the Brewers 
up early, scoring a 
single run in the 
top of the first. It 
was not until the 
fifth inning the 
Knights scored the 
tying run. 

Bolton answered 
with a lone run in 
the sixth and two 
more in the sev- 
enth to win the 
contest. 

The Brewers had 
four hits - a pair 
from Brett Chater 
and Burnside. 

New Lowell out- 
hit the Brewers 
again with six. 
Rettie doubled 
with Tanner Zeg- 
gil, Roy, Norrie, 
Nicholson and 
Ryan Bartley hit- 
ting a single. 


Allan Brown- 
ridge toed the 
rubber for the 
Knights over six 
innings, being 
pulled in the sev- 
enth. He allowed 
four runs, on four 
hits, walked six 
batters, and 
struck out three. 

Norrie came in 
for relief, allowing 
one walk, hitting 
two batters, while 
fanning one. 

The Brewers 
started Nick 
Hodgson on the 
bump. He pitched 
4 2/3 innings giv- 
ing up one run, on 
four hits, and 
walked one batter. 

Brendan Lyons 
entered in the 
fifth frame and 
pitched 2 1/3 in- 
nings, striking out 
two batters and 
conceding two 
hits. 

The two teams 
will continue the 
best of five affair 
on Saturday when 
the Brewers host 
Game 3 at1 p.m. 


Base 
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CHARITY aie 


WINTER COAT — on 
DRIVE 7 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


Lets keep our 
Community Warm 
this Winter! 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18TH 


St. Mark's Church 
130 Mineola Rd. E. 
10AM - 2PM 


lide oy 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Arts council celebrates 40 years with new logo, website 


by Alex Gregory 


40 years young 
— and_ looking 
better than ever. 

The Mississauga 
Arts Council 
(MAC) unveiled a 
new logo and 
website ahead of 
its 40th anniver- 
sary this week, 
bringing a_ re- 
vamped look to 
celebrate its mile- 
stone anniversary 
— and a revital- 
ized focus for the 
city’s arts commu- 
nity. 

The new look is 
part of a “digital 
transformation” 
helmed by the 
non-profit organi- 
zation, which has 
pivoted over the 
past 15 months to 
connect local 
artists with re- 
sources and sup- 
port during the 
COVID-19  pan- 


demic — a focus 
that can be 
summed up with 
three simple 
words: Create, 
Connect and Cele- 
brate. 

“Our new re- 
branding reflects 
where MAC is 
today, as an arts 
service agency 
dedicated to the 
development and 
growth of the arts 
economy in Mis- 
sissauga,” MAC 
executive director 
Mike Douglas told 
Peel Weekly News 
earlier this week. 

“As we celebrate 
our 40th anniver- 
sary, our focus 
has evolved to 
serving the pro- 
fessional arts 
community and 
encouraging the 
sector’s capacity 
to succeed both 


digitally and in- 
person.” 

To that end, the 
organization has 
opened a news 
hub and event di- 
rectory, the Mar- 


tysHub (named 
after the Missis- 
sauga Arts 


Awards) which 
features a search- 
able artist direc- 
tory, curated news 
and articles and 
much more. 

The —organiza- 
tion has_ also 
helmed _ several 
initiatives to sup- 
port its artists 
since the onset of 
the pandemic, in- 
cluding online 
“Open Mic” 
nights, an upcom- 
ing “Arts for Men- 
tal Health” 
conference to 
connect artists 
with mental 


health resources, 
and links’ to 
grants and fund- 


ing streams. 
The new re- 
branding was 


done completely 
in-house and rep- 
resents the diver- 


sity of — the 
organization’s 
members, says 


MAC's creative di- 
rector, Jacqueline 
Mak, speaking on 
the new design for 
the logo. 

“The logo can 
also be taken 
apart and be used 
as elements of de- 
sign reflecting in- 
dividual 
resourcefulness 


and imagination, 
a sense of unity, 
community, and 
acceptance.” 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
revamped website 
at www.missis- 
saugaartscoun- 
cil.com. 


Mississauga Arts Council 


Prize-winning Brampton author Williams next on Arts Walk of Fame 


Scotiabank Giller 
Prize-winning au- 
thor Ian Williams 
will become the 
newest member of 
a prestigious “Walk 
ot Fame” in 
Brampton next 
month. 

Ian Williams, the 
author of six books 
and winner of mul- 
tiple literary 
awards, will be rec- 
ognized for his 
achievements dur- 


ing the next install- 
ment of _ the 
Brampton Arts 


Walk of Fame, 
which takes place 
on Oct. 5 from 8 - 
9:30 p.m. during 
an online cere- 
mony. 

Williams, a noted 
poet and author 
who grew up in 


Brampton and at- 
tended local 
schools in the area, 
received wide- 
spread acclaim for 
his debut novel, 


2019's “Reproduc- 
tion,” which won 
the Scotiabank 
Giller Prize for the 
same year. 
Williams will 
speak to  Jael 


Richardson, 
founder and execu- 
tive director of the 
FOLD Literary 
Festival, about his 
career, Brampton 
roots, and words of 
wisdom for aspir- 
ing writers. He will 
also treat viewers 
to a reading of his 
work. 

Williams is a 
tenured Professor 
of English at the 


University of 
Toronto, and will 
be featured as the 
Visiting Fellow at 
the American Li- 
brary in Paris next 
year. 

Also set to be rec- 
ognized at this 
year’s ceremony is 
Denise Jones, one 
of Canada’s Top 
100 Accomplished 
Black Canadian 
Women (ABC) for 
2018 and a found- 
ing chair of the 
Reggae awards cat- 
egory for the Juno 
Awards. Jones will 
be posthumously 
honoured for her 
role in the develop- 
ment of Canadian 
music during next 
year’s ceremony, as 
per a motion by 
Brampton City 


Council earlier this 
month. 

The annual arts 
ceremony has hon- 
oured multiple re- 
cipients who made 
their mark in 


Brampton, includ- 
ing Rupi_ Kaur, 
Zarqa Nawaz, Di- 
rector X, Michael 
Cera and many 
others. 

Admission for the 


event is free, and 
can be accessed by 
claiming a ticket 
on the Rose The- 
atre website 
(www.rosethe- 
atre.ca). 


0s: 
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Am I Canadian? A Professor's Perspective 


by Chandrakant Shah, Special 


I immigrated to 
Canada from India 
in 1965, and now I 
am 85. 

T have lived all my 
adult life in 
Canada, worked 
here, paid taxes, 
tried to be a model 
citizen by partici- 
pating in various 
civic activities, 
taught and fought 
for Canadian val- 
ues and have scars 
and medals_ to 
prove it. 

Why am I asking 
this question in my 
twilight years? 

No, it is not me 
who is asking this; 
but I am being still 
questioned by oth- 
ers, who am I? 

When I came to 


Canada, I was se- 
cured in my iden- 
tity as ‘Indian.’ 
However, I learned 
that ‘Indian’ was a 
constitutionally 
designated term for 
the First Nations 
Peoples, I became 
‘East Indian.’ 

As time went 
along, Census 
Canada classified 
me as “South 
Asian,” and then as 
a “Visible Minor- 
ity,” and now a 
“Person of Colour,” 
or hyphenated as 
“Canadian of South 
Asian descent.” 

What a metamor- 
phosis in one life! 
No wonder I am 
having an identity 
crisis! 


Let me cite few 
examples to make 
it clear. 

With the influx of 
South Asian immi- 
grants in the early 
1970s, the ugly 
head of racism 
arose, and we wit- 
nessed covert or 
overt discrimina- 


tion. 

All immigrants 
from India and 
Pakistan were 


called “Paki,” even 
though I was from 
India. 

While travelling 
in a car with my 
two young sons, I 
was driven off the 
road by a white 
driver, and a few 
weeks later, some- 
one planted a small 


explosive on my 
front lawn in the 
white middle-class 
neighbourhood 
where I lived. 

Fast forward, in 
the mid- 1980s. My 
two sons were to be 
admitted to Upper 
Canada College and 
as part of the 
process, we had an 
interview with the 
principal. 

During our con- 
versation, the prin- 
cipal mentioned, 
“In your country 
you do this (refer- 
ring to India), but 
in my country here, 
we do it this way.” 

I politely cor- 
rected the princi- 
pal, noting that 
Canada was my 


country as much as 
his, even though I 
was not born here. 

I was travelling 
within the USA in 
the 1990s by car 
and stopped on the 
highway at a travel 
information booth 
for an inquiry. 

During our con- 
versation, the offi- 
cer asked me, “Who 
are you?” 

I told him I was 
Canadian. A few 
seconds later again, 
he asked me the 
same question, and 
my reply was the 
same. 

When he asked 
me the same ques- 
tion a third time in 
a twisted fashion, I 
politely replied, 
“Sir, for your infor- 
mation, nowadays 
Canadians come in 
all sizes, shapes 
and colours.” He 
was dumbfounded. 

I am at a loss; 
what do I have to 
do to prove that I 
am no less Cana- 
dian than my white 
brethren? 

If you were to 
bleed me, my blood 
is as red as anyone 
else’s. 

Our former Prime 
Minister, Sir Wil- 


frid Laurier’s 
dream of Canada 
was a Gothic 


Cathedral in which 


he stated, “I want 
the marble to re- 
main the marble, 
the granite to re- 
main the granite, 
the oak to remain 
the oak — and out 
of all these ele- 
ments, I would 
build a nation great 
among the nations 


of the world.” 
Laurier’s dream 
has shaped my 


view of Canada asa 
multicultural mo- 
saic. I also wish to 
see in a predomi- 
nantly white cul- 
ture, the black 
people retain their 
black heritage, East 
Asians their East 
Asian heritage; the 
South Asians their 
South Asian her- 
itage; and the In- 
digenous Peoples 
their heritage and 
so on. 

I desire to see 
that Canada _ be- 
come a shining ex- 
ample of diversity 
and inclusion. 

What do I have to 
do to prove that 
while we are one, 
we have different 
shades? 

But above all, I 
want not to be 
questioned, “Who 
am I?” 

I am a_ proud 
Canadian, __ that’s 
who I am. 


More than 2,000 pounds of food delivered 1 in drive 


South  Missis- 
sauga came out in 
force earlier this 
week to help brin 
much-needed foo 
to hungry resi- 
dents in the area. 

South  Missis- 
sauga Freecycle, 
organized by local 
realtor Olga Gray, 
hosted a food do- 
nation drive to 
benefit recipients 
of the Compass 
Food Bank, a non- 

rofit organization 
ocated on 
Lakeshore Road. 


The he drive, 
which also ran last 
year and_ took 
place throughout 
the month of Sep- 
tember, raised 
more than 2,000 

ounds of food for 

ungry residents, 
with the food being 
delivered to The 
Compass Wednes- 
day afternoon. 

Gray told Peel 
Weekly News that 
the community 
group is also or- 

anizing a _ Hal- 
oween Costume 


Drive/Exchange 
this Saturday (Sep. 
25) to help local 
families that may 
be on a_ tight 
budget and to keep 
these items out of 
landfill. 

For more infor- 
mation or to sup- 
port either event, 
visit the South 
Mississauga 
Freecycle page at 
www.facebook.co 
m/groups/south- 
mississaugafreecy- 
cle. (Submitted 
Photo) 
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Health and Wellness - Taking Part in the 2021 Election 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Our federal elec- 
tion happened on 
Sep. 20. 

There were so 
many choices and 
so much to learn 
from our _ politi- 
cians. The news 
was full of prom- 
ises and accusa- 
tions. 

One says this and 
the other says that 
— which one do we 
believe? Do we be- 
lieve in the one that 
has already ruled 
our country or the 
ones who have 
never had to step in 
those shoes? 

It is easy to say 
what they would 
do, but would they 


have the experience 
or fortitude to take 
over? 

Maybe that is a 
good thing because 
they could  ap- 
proach things dif- 
ferently. 

We see them 
bumping arms be- 
cause of COVID-19, 
and all are happy 
and so excited to 
see their leaders in 
person. Some hold 
banners and they 
decorate the area 
they are in. 

This time, we 
have seen protes- 
tors that have dis- 


rupted these 
occasions. That is 
very strange for our 


7: 


elections, and un- 
fortunately, the po- 
lice have had to be 
called out. 

Even the other 
leaders have asked 
people to not dis- 
rupt the other 
nominees. It is all 
about presenting 
their views and 
what their plat- 
forms are about. 

COVID-19 and 
vaccines seem to be 
such an issue now. 
Before it was all 
about our country 
and what we can do 
about it. 

There was also 
talk about rigged 
voting machines 
and how the elec- 


tion has already 
been decided. 

The issue of 
Provincial Health 
programs have 
been brought up 
and the poor 
against the rich. A 
lack of fresh water 
for Indigenous peo- 
ple is a big issue 
and all that needs 
to be improved. 

The news and 
newspapers are full 
of different view- 
points of who was 
running and what 
will become of our 
country. 

Over and over 
again, we hear it 
with just variations 
of what is going on. 


What is next for 
our country? 

We are all part of 
this. Our vote 
counts and the fact 
we vote is what is 
important. 

I know I have 
been asked who I 
am voting for, but I 
don’t like to talk 
about it because 
the one asking is 
usually voting for 
another candidate 
and then goes into 
a long speech about 
why am I voting for 
them. 

I actually told 
them that I live in 
Canada and I have 
the right to vote for 
whoever I want. It 
is nobody else’s 
business who you 
vote for but you 
have the right, so 
always please vote. 

The fact that you 
have to ask me who 
I am voting for 
means you either 
don’t vote or you 
want to change my 
vote. 

Voting matters. 
Teach your chil- 
dren to be part of 
our voting system 
to elect who is 
there. 


Think about it. 
The fact we can 
vote is so far ahead 
of so many coun- 
tries in rights. Our 
candidates are ba- 
sically the same 
and their platforms 
do resemble each 
other but that is 
Canada. 

We will right our 
wrongs, but we all 
have to do it. We 
have free speech 
but we have to re- 
spect others. 

Not everyone be- 
lieves in what you 
do. Not everyone 
has gone through 
the same life cir- 
cumstances and 
not everyone 
knows what you 
have gone through. 

So, know that you 
can be, feel and 
know you have the 
right to do so. 

Hopefully you 
went out, voted and 
were counted no 
matter who you 
voted for. You have 
the right and free- 
dom to do that. So, 
enjoy our country 
and all that we can 
do. 

Believe in your 
vote!!! 


All for “One” as PAMA highlights Indigenous stories 


Beginning next 
week, Peel Art 
Gallery, Museum 
and Archives 
(PAMA) will be 
featuring stories 
of Indigenous 
artists, as part of 
a pair of new ex- 
hibitions that will 
be hosted out- 
doors at its 
Brampton 
gallery. 

Katherine Tak- 
pannie will host 


her exhibition, 
“One,” through 
Jan. 3, 2022, 


with an Artist 
Talk planned for 
Wednesday, Oct. 
20. 


Takpannie, an 
Inuk photogra- 
pher, will take 
centre stage on 
PAMA's outdoor 
banners. 

Seen from be- 
hind, she is a soli- 
tary figure 
enveloped by the 
whiteness of a 
snow-covered, 
winter landscape. 

Evoking a sense 
of — meditative 
calm in which the 
female figure be- 
comes one with 
her surrounding, 
Takpannie 1S 
shown reflecting 
on the connec- 
tion of the Inuit 


people to the sub- 
lime land, and 
the female body 
in its reproduc- 
tive state as 
mother nature. 
Takpannie, who 
is pregnant with 
her first child, 
signals the dawn 


of new life 
through her 
amautik (a 


mother's parka) 
via the exhbition. 

Next weekend, 
Tracey-Mae 
Chambers 
launches her ex- 
hibition, “Hope 
and Healing 
Canada,” which 
runs from Sep. 


30 - Oct. 3. 

Join Chambers 
on Sep. 30 as she 
creates her site- 
specific art instal- 
l a-t 1.6 
#hopeandheal- 
ingcanada on the 
front lawn at 
PAMA (COVID- 
19 protocols in 
place). Visitorys 
can stop by 
throughout the 
day at the gallery 
(9 Wellington 
Street East) or 
follow along with 
PAMA on Insta- 
gram, Facebook 
and Twitter 
(@visitpama) to 
see the process 


—o- 


on Sept. 30. 

Chambers grew 
up in an adopted 
family. The dis- 
covery in adult- 
hood of her 
Ojibwa-Métis 
heritage was a 
revelation that 
set her on a path 
of discovery. 

Her work is in 
the powerful tra- 
dition of the ves- 
sel as metaphor 
for individuals; 
we fill and re-fill 
ourselves 
throughout life to 
create our own 
story. 

Chamber's reac- 
tion to COVID-19 


and her hope for 
healing by recon- 
necting with 
other people and 
our environ- 
ments will be 
front and centre 
during the exhi- 
bition. More im- 
portantly the 
installation 
speaks to the lack 
of meaningful 
connection — be- 
tween settler 
Canadians and 
Indigenous, Inuit 
and Métis people. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 
pama.peelre- 
gion.ca. 
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Tree Carving Raises Awareness of Indigenous History 
in Port Credit 


W h ere 
Hurontario Street 
meets Lakeshore 
Road stands a 
three-storey red- 
brick building con- 
structed by workers 
from the St. 
Lawrence’ Starch 
factory during the 
1930's recession. 

Today, that same 
building is the head 
office to local de- 
velo er 
FRAM+Slokker, 
and though the 
now _ refurbished 
structure stands in 
testament to the 
area’s more recent 
history, the re- 
mains of a single 
maple tree that sits 
on the front lawn is 
about to tell a story 
that dates back toa 
much earlier time. 

Commissioned by 
FRAM+Slokker 
President Frank 
Giannone and in- 
corporating the tal- 
ents of local 
Indigenous carver 


Sawmill Sid (Gen- 
dron), the tree will 
soon be __ trans- 
formed into an 
artistic expression 
that speaks to the 
Indigenous history 
of the Port Credit 
area. 

When finished, it 
will represent the 
first in a series of 
Indigenous art in- 
stallations that will 
ultimately form a 
trail spanning Port 
Credit’s four-kilo- 


metre stretch of 
Lake Ontario wa- 
terfront. 


Permanent, tran- 
sitional, and natu- 
ral artwork and 
plantings will tell 
the area’s original 
story through the 
eyes of Indigenous 
artists. 

This rich history 
is what helped 
drive Giannone’s 
decision to reimag- 
ine versus remove 
the tree. 

“We were intro- 


duced to the idea of 
recognizing _the 
area’s Indigenous 
roots through the 
creation of a water- 
front art trail back 
in 2019. Since that 
time, (we) have 
worked closely with 
the community, the 
Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation, 
and the City of Mis- 
sissauga to pursue 
opportunities that 
would bring this vi- 
sion to life.” 
Recruited for this 
project by Ward 1 
Councillor Stephen 
Dasko, Sawmill Sid 
has been consult- 
ing with represen- 
tatives from the 
Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation 
throughout the 
summer to arrive at 
a final design that 
pays homage to the 
area’s early history. 
His inspiration 
for the carving was 
visceral. “As I walk 
to her, she spoke to 


me. This is the one 
project that will 
truly tug at the 
heartstrings of our 
community as it 
shares our Indige- 
nous history,” said 
Sid. “It is an hon- 
our to have been 
approached to cre- 
ate this important 
first installation 
and it's something 
that I consider to 
be a legacy proj- 


mi 


ect.” 

Over the past two 
years of the project, 
Dasko says he has 
been working 
closely with the 
community and key 
stakeholders in the 
development of a 
comprehensive, 
mixed-medium ap- 
proach to telling 
the story of this 
area’s Indigenous 
past. 


“It’s exciting to 
see it beginning to 
take shape,” he 
says. 

The new design 
will be unveiled 
during a ceremony 
Friday afternoon in 
Lakeview. Look for 
additional coverage 
of this story in next 
week’s edition of 
Peel Weekly News. 
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by E.C. Munson 


From video clips of artist members hard 
at work in their studios, to social media 
postings, the time is ee as the 
walrus said, to speak of many things. 

Such as some more peeks and previews 
of artists participating in the Arts On The 
Credit’s second annual ARTS DRIVE, this 
Saturday (Sep. 25) at several locations 
south of the QEW in the Port Credit and 
Clarkson villages. Enjoy the cameos of 
these artists and remember — rain date is 
Sunday, Sep. 26. 

Impressionist artist Gabby Tutak will be 
at Location #7, located at 1314 Crossfield 
Bend in Port Credit, during the Art Drive. 

Along with her well known European 
narratives and landscapes, she will be dis- 
playing monochromatic landscape scenes 
on authentic barnboard. She will also 
show her recent experiences with fluid 
acrylics and much more. You may view 
her work on gabbytutak.com. 


Neerja Trehan’s painting, New Begin- 
ning, is from her love and Light series, 
which she created during the Pandemic. 
Trehan is a full-time Canadian artist, liv- 
ing in Mississauga. Her Bachelor’s in Fine 
Arts is from Punjab University, India. She 
comments that... “(As) a dreamer, trav- 
eler, adventurist, I find inspiration from 
nature and (the) rigmarole of daily life. 
I am an acrylic and resin artist who strives 
to create artwork that helps stimulate pos- 
itive thought, peace, and harmony within 
oneself. I capture the serene and compas- 
sionate form of nature to explore the Mys- 
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Spotlight on... ARTS DRIVE and Local Artists! 


tical side of life. I find the process of cre- 
ating artwork using vibrant colours, fluid 
movements and organic compositions 
very meditative.” Find her at @neerjatre- 
han, www.neerjatrehan.com or _ at 
www.facebook.com/NeerjaArt. 


At Location 10, the front lawn of Clark- 
son Community Church at 1880 
Lakeshore Road West, there are three 
artists; one of whom was featured last 
week, ecmunson, with the profiles of Tha- 
niath Siddiqui and Charles Wakefield in 
the spotlight this week. 

Thaniath describes herself as an abstract 
and mixed media artist. “Building layers 
and textures is what inspires me most. 
The freedom of expression through brush 
strokes and colours keeps me motivated. 
I mostly paint acrylic abstract landscapes 
and florals. These landscapes embody my 
extensive travel over the years. I like to 
use inks and mark making tools to brin. 
in an interest in the flow ef a painting an 
give it a sense of harmony. My work is 
very intuitive and I believe Art should be 
an experience which can connect and 
communicate with the viewers and touch 
their deeper instincts.” Learn more at 
www.facebook.com/thecanvasstories/ 
and at instagram.com/thaniath. 


Charles Wakefield, born and raised in 
Quebec, has Arts and Science degrees 
from McGill. 

He spent three years after graduation 
working in gold and base metals explo- 
ration in Northern Canada before comin: 
to Toronto to study Fine Arts Drawing an 
Painting at Ontario College of Art and De- 
sign (now OCAD-U) part-time while 
working as an environmental geologist 
full time. He drew and painted the human 
figure at OCAD, but after graduation he 
turned to landscapes, cityscapes in 
Toronto and up north and in Quebec. He 
prefers painting en plein air — to feel na- 
ture as he paints. 

His piece, Ships Passing, is oil on wood 
panel, 2021, md is based on a view of the 
St. Lawrence River at Baie St. Paul, Que- 
bec where the artist stayed in 2020. Ships 
would pass in the St. Lawrence Seaway on 
their way into and out of their ports. His 
website can be found at 
www.charleswakefieldartist.com, and you 
can follow him on Facebook: Charles 
Wakefield Artist. 

Location 7, at 1314 Crossfield Bend, has 
three other artists: Carole Neely, Barbara 
Pickett, (www.wowbybarbara.com) and 
Adriana Rinaldi, (adrianarinaldi.com). 

Pickett shares that, “I was inspired to 
paint by my lovely Aunt Flo, originally on 
sand dollars, and then with watercolours. 
Thanks to the encouragement of famil 
and friends Iam now sharing my art wit 
you. 

We've seen some recent social media 
posts showing that two of Rinaldi’s 
pieces have found their “forever homes” — 
always a cause for celebration! These pro- 
lific artists always have more pieces to 
show us on different subjects. 

As the excitement mounts, so do our 
watchful eyes keep track of the weather. 
As Marie Payne, one of the founders of 
Arts on the Credit is sharing... “Hundreds 
of exciting artworks will be waiting for you 
to discover during our drive along the 
route of our Drive. There are 12 “art stops” 
in total and 26 artists waiting to share 
their most recent work. The Arts Drive is 
scheduled for Sep. 25th, from 11 a.m. - 5 

.m. If necessary and the weather simply 

oesn’t cooperate on Sep. 25, AOTC plans 
to hold the Drive on Sep. 26. 

Stay tuned and check social media and 
the Arts on the Credit website (www.art- 
sonthecredit.ca) for more details. All cur- 
rent COVID-19 protocols will be in place. 
“Hope to see you on the 25th, in person. 
It will be a real treat to see everyone 
again!” said Payne. 


ASK A POOL EXPER Toon 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 


www.asKabp 


oolex 


oert.com 
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Arts on the Credit 
Fine Art Show 
November 6 & 7, 2021 
“ArtWorks" 


artsonthecredit.ca/art-works 
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application on website 
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Datathon engages arts community in Mississauga 


Members of Mis- 
sissauga’s arts and 
culture communi- 
ties had a chance to 
weigh in on the 
benefits of arts for 
mental health dur- 
ing a virtual 
Datathon hosted 
by Mass Culture 
and the Missis- 
sauga Arts Council 
(MAC). 

The Datathon, 
ee eae three 

ays in early Sep- 
tember, Broun 
together thirty-five 
participants 
through three Data 
Parties during the 
Datathon and col- 
lected ninety-three 
resources, __ tools, 
research papers 
and frameworks on 
the benefits of arts 
to mental health. 

The resources 
will inform the 
content for the Arts 
for Mental Health 
Conference, which 
will be hosted by 
MAC and Mass 
Culture on Oct. 6. 

“Inviting artists, 


academics and 
practitioners to 
contribute towards 
a collective literary 
review of resources 
on arts and mental 
health not only 
greatly assists us in 
building a reposi- 
tory of information 
on the subject mat- 
ter, but demon- 
strates that there is 
a keen interest in 
coming together to 
exchange, learn 
about and use re- 
search,” says Robin 
Sokoloski, Mass 
Culture’s director 
of organizational 
development. 
Members of the 
Datathon team 
said earlier this 
month that the 
goal of the project 
was to collect as 
much information 
on the relationship 
between arts and 
mental health as 
possible, with a 
number of books, 
academic papers 
and toolkits col- 
lected during the 


event. 

The project will 
also spearhead a 
possible “Arts 
Care” program 
that would provide 
much-needed serv- 
ices to artists living 
in the city, said 
MAC president 
Mike Douglas. 

“What would an 
Arts Care program 
look like? How 
much would it save 
the _overstressed 


health care sys- 
tem? By diverting 


large numbers of 
potential patients 
into beneficial, 
low-cost creative 
experiences, we are 
also able to employ 
precariously un- 
deremployed pro- 
fessional artists.” 
said Douglas. 
“MAC envisions a 
program that 
would aim to make 
creative experi- 
ences and services 
available to physi- 
cians and commu- 
nity health 


agencies through a 
web-based referral 
system and pre- 
scription support 
service... the di- 
verse resources 
discovered through 
this Datathon will 
be vital to the de- 
velopment of this 
pilot Arts Care pro- 
gram.” 

Data from the 
event will also help 
inform an upcom- 
ing Arts for Mental 
health Conference, 
which will be 


hosted on Oct. 6. 
Residents inter- 
ested in attending 
are asked to email 
info@masscul- 
ture.ca for infor- 
mation on _ the 
event, which is in- 
vite-only. 
Interested parties 
can also submit re- 
sources to Mass 
Culture by visiting 
its website (mass- 
culture.ca) and 
clicking on the 
“Airtable” page. 


Poetry Writing Contest 


Deadline: September 30, 2021 


Submit your poetry for a chance at winning $100 1°, $75 2nd or $50 ct Indigo Gift 


Certificate prizes. 


In association with Mississauga Arts Council 


and Peel Weekly News 


For submission guidelines and to submit, 


email submissions@mississaugawritersgroup.com 


Mississauga Writers Group 


www.niississaugawritersgroup.com 
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Triumph’s Mike Levine lays it on the line 


by Lachman Balani 

Mike Levine, 
one of Canada’s 
mightiest bassists 
from the _leg- 
endary band Tri- 
umph, lets his 
hair hang down 
on the latest tri- 
umphs of their 
rock film, “Tri- 
umph: Rock and 
Roll Machine”, 
which had _ its 
world premiere at 
the prestigious 
Toronto Interna- 
tional Film Festi- 
val (TIFF) earlier 
this month. 

The legendary 
local group, cov- 
ered in last 
week’s issue of 
Peel Weekly 
News, were also 
recently inducted 
into the Metal 
Hall of Fame. 

“I wouldn’t call 
it a documentary, 
it’s a film!” he ex- 
claims. “It 
doesn’t just de- 
pict shows in are- 
nas, pyrotechnics 
and alcohol 
bouts; it’s about 
how we connect 
emotionally 
bringing laugh- 
ter, sadness and 
serious moments 
to our fans.” 

The film does 
indeed show how 
Triumph’s legacy 
members — Gil 
Moore, Rik Em- 
mett and Levine 
— goof around 
and interact with 
300 of their fans, 
who came _ in 
from all over the 
world to Missis- 
sauga to enjoy a 
Superfan fest in 
2019! 

“It took a long 
time, about five 
years, from just 
talking about it to 
the actual pro- 
duction and then 
the finish,” Mike 
continued. 

”"We used to 
hang out with the 


founders of TIFF 
-- Bill Marshall, 
Dusty Cohl and 
Henk Van _ der 
Kolk — so we 
thought, ‘What 
would be more 
natural than to 


premiere it 
there?” 
What resulted 


was a perfect fit 
and honour for 
both TIFF and 
Triumph, as on 
Sep. 10, 2021, the 
world premiere 
of Rock and Roll 
Machine _ burst 
onto the scene at 
one of the biggest 
public attended 
film festivals in 
the world held 
right here in the 
GTA — the very 
area that 
spawned the 
iconic band! 
“From here, we 
go to the 
Philadelphia Film 
Festival,” Levine 
said, smiling 
broadly. “Then 


we are looking to 
do more film fes- 
tival screenings, 
maybe even Sun- 
dance (film festi- 
val).” 

Asked when the 


movie is expected 
to be released to 
the public in the- 
atres, he said that 
the band is look- 
ing at a release 
date earlyy next 
year. 

“We've still got 
to iron out 
things, and it will 
be available all 
over Canada, US 
and Europe.” 

Questioned as 
to why they never 
played Europe at 
the height of 
their career, 
Levine _ replied, 
"Well, we were 
too busy here in 
North America 
and had a lot of 
commitments to 
our labels, so we 
just couldn’t 
make it. Also you 
need to find co- 
operative tour 
operators and 
sponsors. But hey 
we did do Scot- 
land, about 12-15 
shows, including 
one (Heavy Metal 
Holocaust) with 
Motorhead and 
Ozzy (Ozbourne) 
at Stoke-on- 
Kent.” 

Never known to 


be a heavy metal 
band, despite 
their pyrotech- 
nics and high-oc- 
tane acts, we now 
have insight as to 
why they were in- 
ducted into the 
Metal Hall of 
Fame on Sep. 12, 
2021, 

Any band that 
played with Ozzy 
and Motorhead 
definitely merits 
that distinction — 
and to top it all 
off, Lars Ulrich, 
who later co- 
founded Metal- 
lica, was in the 
audience! 

Sadly, Levine 
lamented that he 
doesn’t think the 
band will tour 
again, as it took 


them two-and-a- 
half months to 
prepare for three 
songs at the Su- 
perfan fest in 
2019. 

“Like if we get 
together, it won’t 
be for one show 
but for several 
arenas, and that 
is gonna be 
tough! But one 
never knows.” 

Reacting with 


pride to have 
notched up two 
more accolades 


this year packed 
into a single en- 
ergized weekend 
after having re- 
ceived recogni- 
tion at _—_— the 
Legends of Live 
awards at the 
Canadian Music 


Week and gain- 
ing their star on 
the Canadian 
Walk of Fame 
along with keys 
to the City of Mis- 
sissauga, all in 
2019, Mike sim- 
ply exclaimed: “It 
feels great!” 
Considering 
that 2020 was a 
washout due to 
the pandemic, it 
would seem Tri- 
umph has had a 
great run with a 
continuous 
stream of laurels 
being heaped 
upon them! 
What awesome 
achievements in a 
short span _ for 
three lifelong 
friends — a life- 
long Triumph! 


STRAIGHT MUSIC AND CAMOUFLAGE PRESENT 
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PleinAir -PaintOut 


Calling all Plein Air Painters 
and Everyone Interested in Outdoor Art 
We are holding an additional Plein Air Contest!! 
Date: Saturday October 2, 2021 


Registration and Exhibition Location: Norval Park - 
LMMontgomery Pavillion - 479 Guelph Street (Hwy 7) Norval* 


Medium: Your Choice — oil, watercolour, acrylic, pastels, pencil, pen, 


8:45 - 9:30am — Registration ** 

9:30 am — 12:30 pm Painting 

12:30 pm - Return with painting to Registration Site 
12:45pm - Judging Starts 

1:30pm - Awards Announced 


Registration Fee: $15 ** Pre-Register HERE for Contact Tracing 
Prizes: $100 — 15, $75 — 2"4, $50 — 3'¢, $50 —People’s Choice 
Judge: Judy Daley Curator Helson Gallery, Halton Hills Cultural Centre 


Vote for People’s Choice Award 
Visit previous contestants and their paintings at 
www.norval-on-the-credit.ca 
Try out Plein Air Painting for yourself! 


* Norval has a rich history that includes painters from the Group of Seven 
who recognized the extraordinary beauty of this little hamlet on the banks of 
the Credit River. 


